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Nichiren’s proclamation of his religion in 1258 A. D, meant - the beginn-
ing of campaign by the Ryoke 4f5% (Lords of manors) from the standp-
oint of Myoshu £ 3 against Kagenobu Tojo, vassal (Jito #E) of Awa.
Thereafter, Nichiren's religions activities took the form of the rejection-
of Nenbutsu &, i. e. rejection of the vassal, and the political consciou
sness, which sprang out of the land dispute against the vassal, developed.
into a caustic criticism upon the Shogunate, especially upon the Miuchz
#9 government.

This criticism afforded definite pohtlcal view to the Samurais, i. d. the
Gokenin RN and non-Gokenin JEBRA, who had lost hopes in the ca-
tastorophic character resultant inevitably from the growing dictatorial
power, and Nichiren's religion was characterized by its political colour,
by its Samurai-colour. And its pblitical convergence was directed towards
the ancient Tennoistic state-idea, towards the anti-revolutionalism of the
civil war in the Northerr_x and Southern Dynasties.
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