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Daniel Del.eon and the Sccialist Labor Party of America.

by T. Nomura

Although Daniel DeLeon (1852-1914) has been condemned by
many Socialists, including Leninitsts, as responsible for the
failure of the socialist movement to acquire support of the
toiling masses in America, he contributed greatly to the rise
of the socialist political movement in the U. S., notwithstanding
his sectarian policies and dogmatical understanding of Marxism.

It was under his leadership that the S.L.P. entered the
new politically active stage with its presidential campaigns.

The keynote of his leadership was the intention to make the
S.L.P. the real vanguard party of the American proletariat and
to maintain the proletarian and revolutionary character of the
party.
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This was the main reason why he rejected fusion politics
with the middle class and agrarian reform movements and
resisted the growing social-democratic trends in the party.

But, amidst the characteristically persistent and vigorous
middle class traditions in the American society, his earnest
efforts were destined to fail because of the sectarian character of
his policies. Both the isolation of his party and the formation of
the Socialist Party as a social-democratic vote-getting machine
were made inevitable as the result of his sectarian policies,
and the American leftists, including DeLeon; had to develop
syndicalistically - inclined ideologies. I think the lack of the
revolutionary vanguard party resulted from De Leon’s failure
was one of the main weak points which led the American
socialist movement decline.
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