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On the Character and Names of the P’ing-Mu f&&
in the T’ang Period
by H. Kikuchi

(1) Before the An-Shih %5t revolt of the T’ang period, there was
a sort of temporary, half compulsory mercenary called the P'ing-Mu.
The P’ing-Mu was called Chou-P’ing #M{f£, Mu-Jén 3 A, or Mu-Shih
2+, and in other time, the soldiers called Chéng-Hsing-Jén fEfTA,
Chén-P’ing §8ft, and Chén-Jén %A involved the P’ing-Mu, too.

(2) Recruiting of P’'ing-Mu was practised by the order of Central
Government and on the responsibility of the choues Central Govern-
ment, at needs, alloted propre numbers to some specific choues.
Commonly, such choues were selected from the chouses near the
field of operation, convenient to the transportation or densely popu-
lated. It is most noticiable that those chouses, when the cavalry



soldiers were necessary for Central Government, were assigned to
the north-frontier districts where the pastoral races lived together,
and, when the seamen were necessary, to the south or the coast-
districts where shipping-transportation developed. And many P’ing-
Mu were collected from the chouses, too, where recruitment-organi-
zation (Cheh-Ching-Fu #7E&fF) was not established. Recruitment of
the P'ing-Mu was temporary, and so its number was indefinite. The
collection of the necessary number was regarded with so great im-
portance that the previous prescription of the age of soldiers was
impossible to fix. Recruitment district, age and number of the Fu-
Ping Jifit, standing army, were restricted by law, but such restric-
tions were not given to the P'ing-Mu.

(3) P’ing-Mu collected by the chouses, was given equipments and
foods by the chouses, as a rule. After being sent to the front, they
were placed under the command of Chén-Chiin-Tsung Kuan HERE,
Chén-Chin-Ta-Shih 4= Aff, Chén-Shou-Shin &5, Ch n-Shih Hf#,
who were not appointed directly by the Central Government.

(4) In the early T’ang period, the P’ing-Mu was the volunteer in
many cases. When the battle was over, they were demobilized at
once. But gradually this system passed to compulsory requisition
and the term of military service was postponed; In the case of re—
cruitment or requisition, he who had many land properties or many
adult men in his house ([FE¥T%]) was preferentially taken into
service. :
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