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The Life of Shijo Takita

—A scholar of western learning—
by M. Higaki

The Fukuoka Clan was given the duty to guard Nagasaki.
In spite of this convenient situation to learn the western civi-
lization, the fruitful result was not effected. The reason was
that the Fukuoka Clan failed to swim with the current of the
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time at the Meiji Restoration and that for the retainers of the
Clan to take active part in the new government was very diffi-
cult. Thus the new culture was kept out of doors for this Clan.

The hero of this essay is one of the unfortunate scholars.
Under Seigai Nagai, Shijo learned the Dutch language together
with Kaishu Katsu, an able representative of Tokugawa govern-
ment. He exerted himself to prepare the modern armament
for his Clan and persuaded the Lord to purchase the steam
ships. He also went to Safsuma as an amdassador and made
a great contribution. At the beginning of the New Age, he
became a teacher of a private school. Having an excellent
ability, was he not one of the great but buried progressive
scholar ?

Supported by the Confucianism, he made up his mind to
return to his very start and cultivated the new agricultural
sphere upon the scientific spirit.
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