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The Natives of Western Siberia and the Routes across
the Urals By M. Mikami

When the Russians expanded into West Siberia in the 16th and



— 2 —

17th centuries, they found settled in the northern part the “Yugra”
(Voguls or Mansi, and Ostyaks or Khanty), the ‘“Ostyak-Samoyed”
(Serkupy), the ‘“Yenisei Ostyak” (Kety), and the ‘Samoyad”
(Nenets), as the Russians called them, and in its southern part,

the Tatars of the Siberian khanate and the Tatars of Altai Mounta-
ins, and in the upper valley of the Yenisei, what they called the

Yenisei-Kirgiz. (Fig. 1)

The Russians first came to the northern part. In the beginning
of the 12th century, they crossed the northern part of the Urals,
and came to be in contact with the various peoples in the tundra
zone and the forest zone of the northern part of West Siberia.
Later they conquered the peoples in the southern part. The routes
across the Urals, that connected European Russia and Siberia
which first passed inside the southern edge of the Arctic region
(lat. 67°N), came to move down south to the Trans-Siberian
Railroad (lat.55°N). (Fig.2)
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