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The Kuo-Shui(5@8%8%) system of Northern Sung (R)
by T. YUKI

In the period of Sung Dynasty, the commercial taxes mainly
consisted of the Kuo-Sui as toll and the Chxu-Shui ({EFi) as con-
sumption tax. The collecting-places of Chu-Shui were established in
the cities and those of Kuo-Shui in cities or traffic centres. The
former studies have considered that it was enough for CZu#-Shwui to
be paid once for all in the cities, while K#o-Skui, on the other
hand, must have been paid as many times as to pass through the
toll-gates. In consideration of the fact that ten and more toll-gates
were set up only in one among over four hundreds provinces of
Northern Sung Empire, it seems that the circulation of commodities
must have been greatly hindered by the frequent collections of tolls.
Such a heavy burden of tolls has been considered hitherto as a matter
of course under the despotism, and so came not into question at all.

I cleared here in hand of detailed materials that the Kuo-Shui
of Northern Sung in fact was not so heavy, but collected in principle

only once in a province.
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