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The Royal Clan in the Officialdom of the
Liu-Sung %’H& Dynasty

By S. Ochi

This article analyses the political position of the Royal Clan
in its relation to the imperial power in the Liu-Sung Z|F
Dynasty (420—479A.D.).

In this dynasty, Emperors strengthened the control over
the powerful clans more than the former dynasty. This policy
was reflected in the relation between the Royal Clan and the
powerful clans, and realized by the establishment of political
hierarchy, composed of Emperor, Royal Clan, Court Nobility
and lower Nobles.

I think it neeessary to study the relation between the Royal
Clan and the Emperor, the patriarch of the Clan from the two
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points of view.
1) In the central court officialdom :

In the reign of Wen-t; 37, during the period of powerful
national strength, the Emperor trusted to the Royal Clan and
the Court Nobility. Sometimes a sort of “Nepotic Government of
the Royal Clan” was realised. But after Hsiao-Wu-ti B,
when the mnational power began to decline, the individual
despotism of the Emperor appeared. Because, Emperor’s extra—
ordinary intention to strengthen the control over the official-
dom and of the parasitic character of the Roval Clan and Court
Nobility, which had not their own political basis. The individual
despotism was destructive to the bureaucratic administration,
so the Royal Clan and Court Nobility as the court bureaucracy
were enfeebled.

2) In the local government officialdom ;

Before the Wen-ti period, Emperors attempted to depend on
the Royal Clan and to penetrate the imperial authority into
local governments through their appointments to the important
posts. Hsiao- wu~ti wanted to extend his policy, »individual
despotism”, over the local administration, but he did not
succeed. After the Hsiao-wu—ii period, the Emperors showed
even a tendency to dopend on the clanship, which was given up
in the central court bureaucracy, for the control of the local
government officialdom.

Generally to say, the despotic imperial power was formed
of two elements, the power of the centralized political structure
and that of the individual authority of the Emperor. Usually,
the decline of a dynasty signifies the decay of both powers. In
the Liu~Sung Dynasty, the individual power of the Emperor
was rather strengthened in the central bureaucracy but not in
the local governments with the crisis of the centralized political
structure.
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In the dualistic policy, in central court and in local gove-
rnments, of the Emperor against the Royal Clan, we can see
that the character of the ruling power of Liu#—Sung Dymnasty
was only one of the most influencial local power, centering

around Clien-kang %ifi the Capital.
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