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A study on the inscription on the tombstone of
Tu-ku-lo (323 #E), prince of Chao-country GEEZL)
of Sui (fF) dynasty - Special reference to the tombs
of Northern Chou (dtfd), Sui (f§), T’ang (&)
dynasties at the Ti-chang-wang (E3E%), Hsien-
vang (fKR®), Shen-hsi Province (fkEEH)

by Takashi OKAZAKI

In the year of 1953, many ancient tombs were found at the
Ti-chang-wang (E#R#) of Hsien-yang (J§if5), the opposite bank
of Hsi-an (P8%), Shen-hsi (B&P§) province. From within these
tombs many funeral articles, such as many clay figures and potteries
came out. Some of them are ornamented with mural painting, and
it became evident from the stone-inscriptions in the tombs that these
belong to Northern Chou (Jt/&), Sui (f§) and T’'ang (/&) dynasties.
Among them there are tombs of three generations, Tu-ku-hsin (J#iJ
£), Tu-ku-lo (JflFE) and Tu-ku-k'ai-yuan (JiH(EHE), and it was
reported by prof. Hsia-nai (E#f) that from the tomb of Tu-ku-lo
gold coins of Justin ] (565-578A.D.) of Byzantine Empire were
found. The name of the Tu-ku () family came originally
from Tu-ku tribe (JERI#E) of Hiung-nu (59#). The Tu-ku tribe,
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in alliance with To-ba tribe (JAIKEE) of Sienpi (fffE) gave aids to
the founding of the state of Northern Wei, and after the advance of
Northern Wei into China, the Tu-ku family and the To-ba family
were aristocratized.

Tu-ku-hsin had been liuing in the northern border as a
commander of northern defence of Northern Wei, untill he went south
-wards during the upheaval of the end of Northern Wei, and became
a chief vassal of Western Wei (F%) and Northern Chou (Jtf).

Tu ku-lo, the eldest son of Tu-ku-hsin, apart from his father
lived in Eastern Wei (B3.) and Northern Ch'i ({t%), and when
Northern Chou subjugated Northern Ch'i and Wen-ti (3%) of Sui,
the husband of his younger sister, brought China under his sway,
he made his apperance in Ch’ang-an (&E%). The daughters of Tu-
ku-hsin were married respectively to Ming-ti (B8%) of Northern
Chou, Wen-ti (335) of Sui and Li-ping (Z=1§), the father of Kao-
~tsu (F#H) of T'ang, and it is very interesting that the tombs of this
family of Tu-ku-hsin were found unexpectedly.

Recently thanks to the efforts of Chinese archzologists many
tombs of Sui and T’ang dynasties have been under investigations at
the various parts of the country, and from no small numbers of
tombs among them coins of Byzantine Empire and Sassanid Persia
have been unearthed. The area of which covers Hsin-chiang(%5g),
Kan-su (H3#) Ching-hai (#F#5), Shen-hsi (B&FH), Ho-nan(JilEg)
and Shan-hsi (|Ii75). The Sorts of coins are as following

I. Gold coins of Byzantine Empire

Justin | (527-565) imitation
Justin | (565-578)
I. Silver coins of Sassanid Persia
Shapur [ (310-379)
Ardashir ] (379-383)
Shapur ]| (383-388)
Peroz (457-483)
Chosroes [ (539-579)
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Hormuzd [V (579-590)
Chosroes J| (590-627)
. Silver coins of Post-Sassnid
In the Vol.24 of “the Annals of the Sui dynasty” ([§&), it reads
that during the dynasty of northern Chou gold and silver coins of
western countries (PF§ig) were used in all over the present Kan-su
(H3#) Province, and this was confirmed by these unearthed.

At that time in Liang-chou (ZH#M) (Wu-wei (#%E)) and Su-
chou (M) (Ch'uchiian (j#5)) there lived merchants of western
countries such as Sogdians. They bought silk from China an resold it
to the west. As substitutes for silk, it seems, gold, silver, glass wares,
and also gold and silver coins entered in China.

It is expected that these circumstances will be revealed more
and more through these archxological investigations of recent

years.
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