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On the Zhan-tian (5A) and Ke-tian(38M) System
By Y. Kusano

Owing to the continuous wars since the Latfer Han dynasty,
the West-Tsin dynasty suffered the great financial difficulties
by the two main causes.

1. The increase of expenditure: the reckless establishment
of Chii-fu (BEF), the increse of military forces, and the increase
of parasitic officals by the enlargement of adminstrative machi-
nery.

2. The decrease of revenue: the impoverishment of rural
communities, and the sharp decline of agricultural labour forces,
caused by the frequent labour service and runaway of the
peasants.

Compelled to increase in haste the national revenue, the
dynasty first of all placed emphasis on the agricultural recon-
struction. For this purros:, the Zkan-tian and Ke-tian system
was enforced. The object of this system was to increase the
farm land by forcing each of the adults, men and women, to
plow the assigned land, at the same time was to enrich the fisc
by imposing the land tax upon them.
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