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The Lineage of the “Divine Land” Thoughts
By E. Tamura

The *divine land” thoughts in Japan had two types: the
thought of the divine protection, and of the reign by the
descendants of Amaterasu-Omikami (KEEAw). The former,
supported by the sense of superiority that Japan is protected by
the gods, was emphasized in case of the international and military
crisis. The latter justified the ancient Tennd regime and the
Kasuga-Myojin(# HBA##), combined with the Amaterasu-Omikams,
consolidated religiously the Sekkan (#EE8) regime of the
Fujiwaras.

The Genji clan, the founder of the Kamakura Shogunate,
worshiped the Hachiman (/\i%) God, and the Kamakura army
defeated the ancient powers of Kyoto supported by the Amaterasu
-Omikami worship. But the Shogunate did not seek the authority
of the samurai government in the mysterious Hachiman God.
The Shushi (4£F) thought, introduced to Japan at this time,
justified the Shogunate by “Politics” (#(i#z%) based on the concept
of the Heaven. Owing to this, for example, Kitabatake Chikafusa
(JLE#IE) had to assert the “Politics” as well as the mysterious
dignity of Amaterasu-Omikami, when he insisted on the divine
land thought.

On the other hand, it was the Senju-nenbutsu (B{&2xL)thou-
ght, preached by Saint Honen (#3REA), that confronted the
divine land thought as a religious support of the ancient state.
Rejecting the worship of gods, Honen and his followers were
violently oppressed. But the very cause of his advent was the
weakening of the “divine land.”
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