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The Powerful Clans in the Tung-Tsin
(EE) Period.
By S. Ochi

On the relation of the state with the powerful clans during
the period of the We: (Bl), Tsiz (&) and Southerrn dynasties,
the former studies have emphasized the two points: that the
state made use of the powerful clans to carry out the national
policy, admitting their predominent position in the rural comm-
unities, and that they were independent of the state. In this
article, I tried to make clear the organic relation between the
former and the latter through the study of the #nu-ping({iic
~the soldiers recruited from slaves) problems, and also to point
out the dependent character of the latter on the former through
the embankment works, in the Tung-Tsin period during which
the power of clans most developed.

It may be probable that the aristocrats generally came from
the powerful clans. In my opinion, however, there was the
most essential difference between them, aristocrats and powerful
clans. The aristocrats were the political ones, kept under the
Emperor, therefore they were personally free from the consan-
guineous restraint of the clans to which they belonged. The
members of the clans, on the other hand, were kept under the
power of clans.

To maintain their position, these clans were compelled to
depend on the state, the powerful members of them becoming
bureaucrats. But that was a contradiction for them, for these
members took on the “aristocratic ”character and inevitably seced-
ed from their clans.

Even in the Tung-Tsin period, the powerful members of
clans were in large measure of bureaucratic nature, and among
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them the considerable number of the more “genuine aristocrats”

came from.
Generally speaking, this means even in this period the

powerful clans mosty depended on the state.
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