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The Investigation and Collection of Old Manuscripts
in Kyushu (before the 16th century)

by R. Takeuchi

The investigation and collection of old manuscripts in Kyiishi
was attempted for the first time at the end of Edo era. For
example, Kagoshima prefecture has “K yzki-zatsuroku™ (|Qi0H4:E%

: miscellanea of old manuscripts), called also “ Sappan-kyaki”
(BEREIHEC ¢ old manuscripts of Satsuma clan), edited by Sueyasu
Ichiji and his son Suemichi, Saga prefecture has “Saga-mon;jo-
san 7 (B EL : collected manuscripts of Saga), unknown the
name of editor, and Oita prefecture has “Sekiden-sishs” (HEHHZES)
by Sanemori Gotd. Being edited under the auspices of clan lor-
ds at the end of the Edo era or beginning of the Meiji, many of
these collections were naturally limited to the manuscripts pre-
served in their own territories. The general investigation and
collection all over Kyfishii was undertaken by Dr. Kunitake
Kume in the 20th of Mei;z (1887).

Among the manuscripts preserved in Kydsh(i, we have now
about thirty thousands ones before the sixteenth century, whi-
ch may indicate that Kyiishi is the treasure-house of old
manuscripts after Kinai district, and we expect that this number
will increase by the future investigation.
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