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---nature then--

age of sensation”

To me was all in all---

--The sounding cataract
Haunted me like a passion: the tall rock,

The mountain, and the deep and gloomy wood,
Their colours and their forms, were then to me
An appetite; a feeling and a love,

That had no need of a remoter charm,

By thought supplied, nor any interest

Unborrowed from the eye.
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Nature herself was at this unripe time,

But secondary to my own pursuits

And animal activities, and all

Their trivial pleasures; and long afterwards

When these had died away, and Nature did

For her own sake become my joy, even then

And upwards Hwﬂosmm late youth, until not less

Than three and twenty summers had been told

Was man in my affections and regards

Subordinate to her; her awful forms

And viewless agencies; a passion she !

A rapture often, and immediate joy,

Ever at hand; he distant, but a grace

Occasional, an accidental thought, .

His hour U@?@ not yet come.
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...that serene and blessed mood,
In which the affections gently lead us on,—
Until, the breath of this corporeal frame

And even the motion of our human blood
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Almost suspended, we are laid asleep

In body, and become’ a living soul:

While with an eye made quiet by the power

Of harmony, and the deep power of joy,

We see into the life of things.
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-.-such a holy calm
Did overspread my soul, that I forgot
That I had bodily eyes, and what I saw
Appear’d like something in myself, a dream,
A prospect in my mind.
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that blessed mood,
In which the burthen of the mystery,
In which the heavy and the weary weight
Of all this unintelligible world is lightened:
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I have learned
To look on nature, not as in the hour

Of thoughtless youth; but hearing oﬁmﬁlﬁamm
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The still, sad music of humanity,

Nor harsh nor wn.mmbm. though of ample power

To chasten and subdue.
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I have felt

A presence that disturbs me with the joy

Of elevated thoughts; a sense sublime

Of something far more deeply interfused,

Whose dwelling is the light of setting suns,

And the round ocean and the living air,

And the blue sky, and in the mind of man:

A motion and a spirit, that impels

All thinking things, all objects of all thought,

And rolls through all things.
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To every natural form, rock, fruit or flower,

Even the loose stones that cover the high-way,

I gave a moral life, I saw them feel,

Or link’d them to some feeling: the great mass
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Lay bedded in a quickening soul, and all
That I beheld respired with. inward meaning.
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--with bliss ineffable
1 felt the sentiment of Being spread
Q’er all that moves, and all that seemeth still,
Q’er all, that, lost Uo%ozm the reach of thought
And human knowledge, to the human eye
Invisible, yet liveth to the heart,
O’er all that leaps, and runs, and shouts, and sings,
Or beats the gladsome air, o’er all that glides .
Beneath the wave, yea, in the wave itself
And mighty depth % waters.
(Prelude Bk ]. 419—428)
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There are in our existence spots of time,
Which with distinct pre-eminence retain
A vivifying Virtue, whence:«-:seee-
....................................... our minds
Are nourished and invisibly repair’d,
A virtue by which pleasure is mswwbnmm
That penetrates, enables us to mount
When high, more high, and lifts us up when fallen.
Thes efficacious spirit chiefly lurks
Among nromm passages of life in which
We have had deepest feeling that the mind
Is lord and master, and that outward sense
Is but the obedient servant of her will.
Such moments worthy of all mwmmﬁcmm,
Are scatter’d everywhere, taking their date
From our first childhood: in our childhood even
Perhaps are most conspicuous.
Prelude Bk. X, 258—277
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Not in entire forgetfulness,

And not in utter nakedness, .

But trailing clouds of glory do we come

Wﬁog God,- who is our home:

Heaven lies about us in our infancy!
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Shades of the prison-house begin to close
Upon the growing Boy,
But He beholds the light, and whence it flows,
He sees it in his joy;
The Youth, who daily farther from the east
Must travel, still is Nature’s Priest,
And by the vision splendid *
Is on his way attended;
At length the Man perceives it die Néwwu
And fade into the light of common day. -
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The days gone by
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Come back upon me from the dawn almost
Of life: the hiding-places of my power
-Seem open; I approach, and then they close;
I see by glimpses now; when age comes on,-
May woma,.omq see at all, and I would give,
While yet we may, as far as words can give,
A substance and a life to what I feel:
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All this long Eve; so balmy and serene
Have I been gazing on the western sky
And its peculiar Tint of yellow Green—
And still I gaze—and with how blank an eye !
And those thin Clouds above, in flakes and bars,
1 see them all, so excellently fair!
I see, not feel, how beautiful they are.
‘My genial Spirits fail !
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So was it when my life began;
So is it now I am a mans
So be it when I shall grow old,

Or let me die!
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Oh! mystery of Man, from what a depth

Proceed thy honours! I am lost, but see

In simple childhood something of the base

On which thy greatness stands,
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