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I.... while the sweet breath of Heaven



Was blowing on my body, felt within
A corresponding mild creative breeze,
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The breeze of nature stirring in his soul
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Such feelings pass into his torpid life
Like an awakening breeze
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Full many a time, upon a stormy night,

His voice came to us from the neighbouring height.
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..... before his eighteenth year was told,
Accumulated feelings pressed his heart

With still increasing weight ; he was o’erpowered

Full often wished he that the winds might rage
When they were silent: far more fondly now
Than in his earlier season did he love

Tempestuous nights —— the conflict and the sounds

That live in darkness.
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..... my favourite Grove,
Now tossing its dark boughs in sun and wind
Spreads through me a commotion like its own,
Something that fits me for the Poet’s task.
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....the naked Pool,
The Beacon on the lonely Eminence,
The Woman, and her garments vex'd and toss’d

By the strong wind.
——— The Prelude, XI, 313-6.
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-~the wind and sleety rain
And all the business of the elements.
~—— The Prelude, X1, 376-7.
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Shall I call thee Bird,
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Or but a wandering voice ?
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I would walk alone,

In storm and tempest, or in star-light nights
Beneath the quiet Heavens; and at that time,
Have felt whate’er there is of power in sound
To breathe an elevated mood, by form
Or image unprofaned ; and I would stand,
Beneath some rock, listening to sounds that are
The ghostly language of the ancient earth,
Or make their dim abode in distant winds.
Thence did 1 drink the visionary power.

I deem not profitless those fleeting moods
Of shadowy exultation : not for this,

That they are kindred to our purer mind
And intellectual life ; but that the soul,

Remembering how she felt, but what she felt
Remembering not, retains an obscure sense
Of possible sublimity, to which

With growing faculties she doth aspire,
With faculties still growing, feeling still
That whatsoever point they gain, they still
Have something to pursue.

—— The Prelude, 1, 321-41.
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..... those obstinate questionings
Of sense and outward things,
Falling from us, vanishings;
Blank misgivings of a Creature

Moving about in worlds not realized.
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I was alone,

Z

And seem’d to be a trouble to the peace
That was among them. Sometimes it befel

In these night-wanderings, that a strong desire
O’erpower’d my better reason, and the bird
Which was the captive of another’s toils

Became my prey; and when the deed was done



I heard among the solitary hills

Low breathings coming after me, and sounds

Of undistinguishable motion, steps

Almost as silent as the turf they trod.
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I came to one dear nook

~ Unvisited, where not a broken bough



Drooped with its withered leaves, ungracious sign
Of devastation ; but the hazels rose

Tall and erect, with tempting clusters hung,

A virgin scene!—— A little while I stood,
Breathing with such suppression of the heart

As joy delights in; and with wise restraint
Voluptuous, fearless of a rival, mw&

The banquet; .......
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Then up I rose,
And dragged to earth both branch and bough, with crash
And merciless ravage: and the shady nook
Of hazels, and the green and mossy bower,
Deformed and sullied, patiently gave up
Their quiet being : and unless I now
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Confound my present feelings with the past,

Ere from the mutilated bower I turned
Exulting, rich beyond the wealth of kings,

I felt a sense of pain when I beheld

The silent trees, and saw the intruding sky. ——
Then, dearest Maiden, move along these shades
In gentleness of heart; with gentle hand

Touch —— for there is a spirit in the woods.
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...... the distant hills
Into the tumult sent an alien sound

Of melancholy,.....
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I still had lov’d
The exercise and produce of a toil
Than analytic industry to me
More pleasing, and whose character I deem
Is more poetic as resembling more
Creative agency. I mean to speak
Of that interminable building rear’d
By observation of affinities
In objects where no brotherhood exists
To common minds. My seventeenth year was come
And, whether from this habit, rooted now
So deeply in my mind, or from excess
Of the great social principle of life,
Coercing all things into sympathy,
To unorganic natures I transferr’d
My own enjoyments, or, the power of truth

Coming in revelation, I convers’d



With things that really are, I at this time

Saw blessings spread around me like a sea.
Thus did my days pass on, and now at length
From Nature and her overflowing soul

I had receiv’d so much that all my thoughts
Were steep’d in feeling ; I was only then
Contented when with bliss ineffable

I felt the sentiment of Being spread

O’er all that moves, and all that seemeth still,
O’er all, that, lost beyond the reach of thought
And human knowledge, to the human eye
Invisible, yet liveth to the heart,

O’er all that leaps, and runs, and shouts, and sings,
Or beats the gladsome air, o’er all that glides
Beneath the wave, yea, in the wave itself

And mighty depth of waters.
—— The Prelude, 1, 396-428.
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A track pursuing not untrod before,
From deep analogies by thought supplied,
Or consciousnesses not to be subdued,
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To every natural form, rock, fruit or flower,
Even the loose stones that cover the high-way,
I gave a moral life, I saw them feel,
Or link’d them to some feeling: the great mass
Lay bedded in a quickening soul, and all
That I beheld respired with inward meaning.
—— The Prelude, 111, 121-9.
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..... the great mass
Lay bedded in a quickening soul, and all
That I beheld respired with inward meaning.
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I have felt
A presence that disturbs me with the joy
Of elevated thoughts; a sense sublime
Of something far more deeply interfused,
Whose dwelling is the light of setting suns,
And the round ocean and the living air,
And the blue sky, and in the mind of man:
A motion and a spirit, that impels
All thinking things, all objects of all thought,
And rolls through all things.
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I seem’d to move among them as a bird
Moves through the air, or as a fish pursues

Its business, in its proper element;

—— The Prelude, VI, 697-9.
(EBYSOCEY WEMEN VO WU BESY S KIKQHR Y QORE VKK SHIR L SN Eo e
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T scarcely felt
The shock of these concussions, unconcerned,
Tranquil, almost, and careless as a flower
Glassed in a Green-house, or a Parlour shrub
When every bush and tree, tbe country through,
Is shaking to the roots.
——— The Prelude, IX, 85-90.
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Bliss was it in that dawn to be alive,

But to be young was very heaven.
—— The Prelude, X, 693-4.
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..... it seem’d a place of fear
Unfit for the repose which night requires,

Defenceless as a wood where tigers roam.
—— The Prelude, X, 80-2.
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My soul, too reckless of mild grace, had been
Far longer what by Nature it was framed,
Longer retain’d its countenance severe,

A rock with torrents roaring, with the clouds
Familiar, and a favorite of the Stars: ,
But thou didst plant its crevices with flowers,
Hang it with shrubs that twinkle in the breeze,
And teach the little birds to build their nests

And warble in its chambers.
—— The Prelude, XIII, 228-36.
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..... like a brook
That does but cross a lonely road, and now
Seen, heard and felt, and caught at every turn,
Companion never lost through many a league.
—— The Prelude, X, 911-4.
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Where'er my footsteps turned,
Her voice was like a hidden Bird that sang;
The thought of her was like a flash of light
Or an unseen companionship, a breath
Of fragrance independent of the wind.
~—— ¢ On Nature’s Invitation Do I Come’, 1. 20-4.
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As a huge stone is sometimes seen to lie

Couched on the bald top of an eminence;

Wonder to all who do the same espy,

By what means it could thither come, and whence;
So that it seems a thing endued with sense:

Like a sea-beast crawled forth, that on a shelf

Of rock or sand reposeth, there to sun itself;

Such seemed this Man, not all alive nor dead,
Nor all asleep —— in his extremc old age:
His body was bent double, feet and head
Coming together in life’s pilgrimage;

As if some dire constraint of pain, or rage
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Of sickness felt by him in times long past,
A more than human weight upon his frame had cast.

Himself he propped, limbs, body, and pale face,
Upon a long grey staff of shaven wood :

And, still as I drew near with gentle pace,
Upon the margin of that moorish flood
Motionless as a cloud the old Man stood,

That heareth not the loud winds when they call;
And moveth all together, if it move at all.
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The little hedgerow birds,
That peck along the road, regard him not.
He travels on, and in his face, his step,
His gait, is one expression: every limb,
His look and bending figure, all bespeak
A man who does not move with pain, but moves
With thought.—— He is insensibly subdued
To settled quiet: he is one by whom
All effort seems forgotten; one to whom
Long patience hath such mild composure given,
That patience now doth seem a thing of which
He hath no need. He is by nature led
To peace so perfect that the young behold
With envy, what the Old Man hardly feels.
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= Litervary Criticism of William Wordsworth, ed by Paul M. Zall, 1966, p.148.
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