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As we descended, the scene became more fertile, our way being pleasantly varied; through
coppices or open fields, and passing farm-houses, though always with an intermixture of
uncultivated ground. It was harvest-time, and the fields were quietly (might I be allowed to
say pensively ?) enlivened by small companies of reapers. It is not uncommon in the more
lonely parts of the Highlands to see a single person so employed. The following poem was
suggested to Wm. by a beautiful sentence in Thomas Wilkinson’s Tour in Scotland : —
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Behold her, single in the field,
Yon solitary Highland Lass !
Reaping and singing by herself;
Stop here, or gently pass!

Alone she cuts and binds the grain,
And sings a melancholy strain;

O listen ! for the Vale profound

Is overflowing with the sound.

No Nightingale did ever chaunt
More welcome notes to weary bands
Of travellers in some shady haunt,
Among Arabian sands :

A voice so thrilling ne’er was heard

In spring-time from the Cuckoo-bird,
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Breaking the silence of the seas

Among the farthest Hebrides.

Will no one tell me what she sings ?——
Perhaps the plaintive numbers flow

For old, unhappy, far-off things,

And battles long ago:

Or is it some more humble lay,
Familiar matter of to-day ?

Some natural sorrow, loss, or pain,

That has been, and may be again?

Whate’er the theme, the Maiden sang
As if her song could have no ending;
I saw her singing at her work,

And o’er the sickle bending:——

I listened, motionless and still;
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And, as I mounted up the hill,
The music in my heart I bore,

Long after it was heard no more.
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Passed by a Female who was reaping alone, she sung in Erse as she bended over her sickle,

the sweetest human voice I ever heard. Her strains were tenderly melancholy, and felt delicious
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long after they were heard no more. -

(PDVSPHRNT O W 50K Qv g 0 8° BEEEYRVLER/VN—XEEVE OV L08° Jas 0w
S0 PO S R O 0 D0 BRI LS ODET s OV A0 O KT 1w

RARASPRE S| ‘
R—DBXEBEINEDROSY SO HRY” RIEYE Y VO VELY S 0HB S ¢k O KE 0K
N FRENV2H O VKBGO O VBRI NIE VO N WO<EY O 5\ O BRDMK
BEOMN LY O | O<EAV S L N0 VEEOSMEN 8° REEON T A4 AKX N QRGN E
SHERNODH G IROMPIL L -NNLERCo QR CMERNIIRY DOV D~ A4k N K\ QUED 7
RV PRMR O S0y CIEIKE D20 K QIEREERUENOKEND L amEOV S 4 LL TR
1Qn°

WAL R SV EREHERCENERNED U 00 KHMEY MR ] VD &0 A0
R LR QP 1R VL LRER D O R0 IR N S S Y O mn®

R—Nn X ‘Behold” QHEL MO 10N Sn O &ML M 550%R" WOEDADER" KIEUMOL e 2
HREVERQY 50013 [#Q# | “The Sparrow’s Nest’ {51Qm°

Behold, within the leafy shade,
Those bright blue eggs together laid !
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Behold her, singing in the field,
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Behold her, single in the field,
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Stop here, or gently pass !
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There is something inexpressively soothing to me in the sound of those two Lines

Oh listen! for the Vale profound
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Is .o<mnmo<ism with the sound——

I often catch myself repeating them in disconnection with any thought, or even I may say
recollection of the Poem.
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Sweet bird, that shunn’st the noise of folly,
Most musical, most melancholy!

—Milton, Il Penseroso
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A melancholy Bird? O idle thought !

In nature there is nothing melancholy.

My Friend, and thou, our Sister! we have learnt
A different lore : we may not thus profane
Nature’s sweet voice, always full of love
And joyance !

——The Nightingale
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Even yet thou art to me

No bird, but an invisible thing,

A voice, a mystery;
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......... beyond the stormy Hebrides
Where thou perhaps, under the whelming tide

Visit’st the bottom of the monstrous world;
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......... The Atlantic surge
Pours in among the stormy Hebrides

—— Autumn, 1. 864
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The voice I hear this passing night was heard

In ancient days by emperor and clown :
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Perhaps the self-same song that found a path
‘E,ﬁoc,wr the sad heart of Ruth, when, sick for home,
She stood in tears amid the alien corn;

The same that oft-times hath
Charm’d magic casements, opening on the foam

Of perilous seas, in faery lands forlorn.
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Never did sun more beautifully steep
In his first splendour, valley, rock, or hill;

Ne’er saw I, never felt, a calm so deep!
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......... old, unhappy, far-off things,

And battles long ago:
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...... some more humble lay,
Familiar matter of to-day,
Some natural sorrow, loss or pain,

That has been, and may be agin
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1 listened, motionless and still;
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(~) Cf. Dorothy’s letter to Lady Beaumont, Nov. 7, 1805 (Barly Letters of W. &D. Wordsworth, ed. by de

Selincourt, p. 537).
(«) Dorothy’s letter to Lady Beaumont, Nov. 29,1805 (Early Letters, p. 547).
(@) »0 N2 QEmELLmPERT — 3~ QLM UBRLORY SL5°
(=) Cf. The Prelude (1805—6), 1, 110—44:

...... that large Abbey which within the Vale

Of Nightshade, to St. Mary’s honour built,

Stands yet, a mouldering pile, with fractured Arch,

Belfry, and Images, and living Trees,

A holy Scene ! along the smooth green turf

Our Horses grazed : «-::-
Such is the shelter that is there, and such

The safeguard for repose and quietness
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rereeneenanne that single Wren
‘Which one day sang so sweetly in the Nave
Of the old Church,
So sweetly 'mid the gloom the invisible Bird
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We beat with thundering hoofs the level sand.
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So sweetly to reposing bands
$240 © 42 1) ANHIAUE A Y S8 A4l 5 °

(1) R ‘Breaking the silence of the seas’ NQEHB QY O SV H” FERLUVPHOL” RwLERSH “The
Cuckoo and the Nightingale’ @ fN ‘--the Cuckoo, bird unholy, Broke silence:----- P (1L 89~90) QERRCQWN
R 55 42°

() Cf. William Garrod, Keats, 1926, pp. 119~28.

(=) BB NY Y n e QIEELIW AN P Q° e 4N “The same that ofttimes hath Charm’d------ perilous
seas, in faery lands forlorn’ M Q 54/-® ‘Breaking the silence of the seas-’ QREICRHEHNEKKOWV S0
(Garrod, op. cit., pp. 115~T7)° #4" K&K e w A NE HLHNF—2QNQVHESN n-2nXQ [RN(J
‘O blithe New Comer’ ~JQ Ny 53¢ (John Keats: A Reassessment ed. by K. Muir, p. 68)°

() J. M. Murry, Keats, 1955, pp. 274~5

(=) Cf. Dorothy’s letter to Lady Beaumont, Nov. 4,1805 (Early Letters, p. 536)

(8) Cf. Dorothy’s letter to Lady Beaumont, Nov. 29,1805 (Early Letters, p. 547)
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