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<+« I paced on

Gently, with careless steps; and came, erelong,

To a green shady place where down I sate

Beneath a tree,

veeevwnee e On the ground I lay

Passing through many thoughts -

e e ereeenee e n e Thus long I lay

Chear’d by the genial pillow of the earth

Beneath my head, sooth’d by a sense of touch

From the warm ground, that balanced me, else lost

Entirely, seeing nought, nought hearing, save

When here and there, about the grove of Oaks
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Where was my bed, an acorn from the trees
()
Fell audibly, and with a startling sound.
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Hush! If you saw some western cloud
All billowy-bosomed, over-bowed
By many benedictions — sun’s
And moon’s and evening-star’s at once —
And so, you, looking and loving best,
Conscious grew, your passion drew
Cloud, sunset, moonrise, star-shine too,
Down on you, near and yet more near,

(©)
Till flesh must fade for heaven was here !
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We see into the life of things.
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Points have we all of us within our souls,
Where all stand single; this I feel, and make

)

Breathings for incommunicable powers.
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‘.. ..he possessed — or so it seems to me — a remarkable sense of space; not of distance only —
there Milton far surpasses him — but of space in three dimensions, of mo:&%.v
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A slumber did my spirit seal;
I had no human fears:

She seemed a thing that could not feel
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The touch of earthly years.

No motion has she now, no force;
She neither hears nor sees;
Rolled round in earth’s diurnal course,

With rocks, and stones, and trees.
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— Brook and road
Were fellow-travellers in this gloomy Pass,
And with them did we journey several hours
At a slow step. The immeasurable height
Of woods decaying, never to be decayed,
The stationary blasts of waterfalls,
And in the narrow rent, at every turn,
Winds thwarting winds bewildered and forlorn,
The torrents shooting from the clear blue sky,
The rocks that muttered close upon our ears,
Black drizzling crags that spake by the wayside
As if a voice were in them, the sick sight
And giddy prospect of the raving stream,
The unfettered clouds and region of the heavens,
Tumult and peace, the darkness and the light —

Were all like workings of one mind, the features
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Of the same face, blossoms upon one tree,

Characters of the great Apocalypse,

The types and symbols of Eternity,

Of first, and last, and midst, and without end.
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Forests are unapproachable by death because the seeds of life are nourished in their dying: to
the mortality of life they -oppose the vitality of death, and so Wordsworth can call them a conso-
lation, and a type of eternity. His thought here is very compact. In “the stationary blasts of
waterfalls” the eternity theme is maintained and extended. As the forest is the type of life in
death, so moving water is that of changeless ormzmm@
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There sometimes doth a leaping fish
Send through the &Q a lonely o:m%.v.
NS D= %S BN | PROSLS» QP BL S K VE S #E® P 20a0 N mnlR
Do THhE] Q | BOXRITWE SO S 20 it f°
-+ -+ .- seeing nought, nought hearing, save
When here and there, about the grove of Oaks
Where was my bed, an acorn from the trees
Fell audibly, and with a startling sound.
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Then sometimes, in that silence, while he hung

Listening, a gentle shock of mild surprise
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Has carried far into his heart the voice
Of mountain-torrents, or the visible scene
Would enter unawares into his mind
With all its solemn imagery, its rocks,
Its woods, and that uncertain heaven received
Into the bosom of the steady lake.
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Oh there is blessing in this gentle breeze

That blows from the green fields and from the clouds

And from the sky: it beats against my cheek,

(®)
And seems half-conscious of the joy it gives.
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To see a World in a grain of sand,

And a Heaven in a wild flower,

Hold Infinity in the palm of your hand, -

And Eternity in an roEA.mv
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To me the meanest flower that blows can give

Thoughts that do often lie too deep for tears.
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-« -+ a sense sublime
Of something far more deeply interfused,
Whose dwelling is the light of setting suns,
And the round ocean and the living air,
And the blue sky, and in the mind of man:
A motion and a spirit, that impels
All thinking things, all objects of all thought,

(&)

And rolls through all things.
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The Prelude (1805), I, 69-94

The Last Ride Together, 23-31.
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The Prelude (1805), 1I, 186-8.
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W. Wordsworth: Dion, I, 13.
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J. C. Smith: A Study of Wordsworth, 1946, p. 14.
The Prelude (1805), I, 349-50.
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John Jones: The Egotistical Sublime, 1954, pp. 108-9.
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Wordsworth: Fidelity, 25-6.
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B The Prelude (1805), I, 1-4.
& William Blake, Awguries of Innocence, 1-4.
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§ Wordsworth: Tintern Abbey Lines, 95-102.
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