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Essay on the Buddhism in the Asuka(f%)Era
by Enchs Tamura

It is no wonder that the Constitution of Seventeen Articles (+
+%;%1E) did not have the provision for the Shinto worship (#
jik), because the Comstitution was the moral norm, which was not
included in the thought of Shintoism.

Therefore the article “Revere piously the T hree Treasures (Buddha,
Buddhism, and priests)” in the Comnstitution aimed at the realiz-
ation of the moral norm of the government officials within the
ancient state of the Tenno system, providing “Never do various



acts of wickedness, do various goodnesses.”

But Prince Shotoku (EBfEAF) thought Buddhism the wisdom
of life, so there could not be found the moment to combine Bud-
dhism with the state in his personal belief in Buddhism.

The initiative of the Buddhist belief of that era had been gr-
asped by the Clan Soga (#FXK), and Tenno Suiko (JEHKE) was
endeavoring to win back that initiative to the side of Tenno.

Therefore Prince Shotoku’s attitude of personal belief in Bud-
dhism contradicted with the political attitude of the Tenno, and
he suffered seriously.

Besides this receiving method of Buddhism by the Prince, Bud-
dhism was being received personally, clannishly, and govern-
mentally, but, in eace case, their Buddhist belief purposed mainly
the ancestor worship and the realization of secular interests.
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