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The State and the Individual in the Era of Meiji
Y. Nishio

Takuboku Ishikawa is not only a poet but also a thinker
who devoted his life to the establishment of individualism. He
is a follower of Tokoku Kitamura and Chogyu Takayama in his
thought. He advocated Idealism and Romanticism in his former
life. He strongly criticized ancient regime and old habits of life
from that point of view. From the Russo-Japanese War he expe-
cted not a military-victory but a chance for the rise of national
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culture. But he lived in straitened circumstances. He taught in
an elementary school, was a journalist and went to Hokkaido
to live on ten yen a month. Ho always tried a small revolution
to his circumstances. He gradually approached socialism. His
way from individvalism to socialism was full of contradictions.
He could not help thinking that socialism was the best way for
resisisting the strong political power of the Meiji Govern-ment
which oppressed national life. The Kotoku Shusui affair caused
him to make up his mind. He died at 28 dreaming new plans

for future Japan.
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