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A phase of political thoughts of Nara-period.
—centering at Tempyo the 3rd, —

by Y. Cho

In the period of Nara when Ko-chi, ko-min system (Z\#fh« 23
E-~-public land, public people) was gradually crumbling, Fujiwara
Fuhito and Takechimaro strived for its recomstruction. In this
course, the possession of Jiden (SfH - temples field) by local
influential men and the private enterance into the priesthood of
peasants became questioned. Each several temples were united
into a large one, and the private enterance into the priesthood
was controlled, and especially Gyo-ki (fF#) and his followers
were severely accused.



w

The promotor of the latter policy was Takechimaro. After
the death of Fuhito in the 4th year of Yoro () , the political
power was handed to Nagaya-6 (EEF) , and the policy was
changed.

However, after the event of Nagaya-0 the Fujiwara clan
such as Takechimaro began to reassert themselves, and the
holding of ko-chi system was enphasised again.

In the 3rd year of Tempyo, Gyo-ki and so were officially
recognized, which was done not by Takecrimaro, who accused
himself Gyo-ki and so, but by Emperor Sho-mu (Z2x) .

Emperor Sho-mu lost his beloved child in Jinki (f#) the
5th,and in Tempyo the 3rd, for the repose of his child’s soul, he
entered the Buddhist priesthood, and then Gyo-ki and so were
officially recognized.

This stand-point differed from that of the Fujiwara-clan,
and the policy of stopping the combination of temples in Tempyo
the 7th which was performed by the will of the Emperor differed
the policy of the latter too.

Besides, the establishment of temples were chiefly for the
repose of ancestors’ soul, so the stoppage of the combination of
temples meant to recognize the thought of memorial service in
the establishment of a temple.

In this way,the thought of memorial service became impo-
rtant in Tempyo-period, this was because of the existence of
the thought of revengeful spirits which insisted a curse of dead
spirits in the anti-cho-tei (8§%E) movement of local influential
men, and Emperor confronted this with the thought of memorial
service and the Fujiwara-clan with a milltary system.
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