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Before the establishment of On-Myo-rye ([EE%)
by E. Tamura

Scholars of On-myo-do (EFiE) (= the way of fortune-
tellers)v were sent to Japanese Court from Kudara (B¥) in the
begining of the 6th century; and were in service alternatively.
But at the begining of the 7th century, as Mi-roku (##)) came
to Japan from Kudara, On-myo-do went beyound the limit of
the Court, and took upon itself the role of a social thought and
political critics.

It is the established theory that the calculating-standard of
Jin-mu (%) FEra was set to the 9th. year of Empress Sui-ko

(HeEE) , and it was also from the clause of this Empress Sui-



—2 —

ko in the records of Ni-hon-sho-ki (H#AZEiE) that such natural
disasters as great raining, great drought, sun eclipse etc.
appeared cbncentratedly.

That is, during about a half-century from Empress Sui-ko
up-to Emperor Ko-toku, political-critics through these natural
disasters were thrown against each other between Emperor and
the So-ga (FFFR) family.

Emperor Ten-mu ((REX) , who had learned On-myo-do him-
self, by which he had carved his own fortune, established On-
myo-ryo (P&[B%) as an official institution, and professional
scholars engaged in the study of On-myo-do.

This meant to monopolize On-myo-do in the hand of Ritsu-
ryo (82%) government, which had been apt to be availed of
by influential groups in the political world, and to refuse its
abuses by outer-goverment persons.

These priests who had a deep understanding about On-myo-
do were forced to become laymen again, and posted at On-myo-
ryo as official men.

At the same time, according to the enforcement of So ni-ryo

(f8fé4) , it was banned for all monks and nuns to approach
the On-myo-ryo. '
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