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Ancient Tiles of Sillan (##) Origin in
Bu-zen (#5i) and its Meaning

Fujio ODA

There are some special ancient tiles of Sillan style in Buzen district
which is located mnorth-eastern part of Kyushu. Examples were
found at six temple ruins and two tile-oven ruins, the popular period
of which covered from the end of 7th century to the middle of 8th
century.

Moreover (1) many family name of naturalized were found in the
family register of Buzen country in the year of Taiho (K=) the 2nd,
(A.D.702) which remains in Shost-in. (JEARKE) (2)At Mt. Kawara-
dake (F#HLE) of Buzen country, a Sillan god was enshrined, and a
cupper-mining was engaged. (3) Both the Bell of Kanzeon-ji (& F)
(Fukuoka Prefecture) and the Bell of Myoshin-ji (I (Kyoto
Prefecture) were built at the same time in the Northern Kyushu, and
have much in common. Both have ornaments of Sillan origin and the
building of the former was took part bypersons of Buzen district, and
the latter bore the date of A.D. &98.

From the above three, it comes that these ancient tiles of Sillan
origin are the remainsof Buddhist culture, brought forth by the Hata

(£) clan who were naturalised and setteld there. The period of
their imigration there was, it is guessed, the middle of 6th century
when the Yamato (:X#[1) government established Miyake (#i&), (district
under her direct control) with the view of strengthening the control
of Kyushu.



-4 e

“The distribution of ancient tiles and Miyakes were in accord. It
was Hata~clan who was in charge of the management of Miyake and
that they had strong interst in Sillan Buddhism was indicated before
throughu the study of ancient documents.
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