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On Profitability of the Plantation Slavery in the
Ante-Bellum South

Tetsuro HATTORI

Some southern historians such as U. B. Phillips, C. W. Ramsdell
argue that plantation slavery had reached its mnatural limits in the
Ante-Bellum and that even without external intervention, it would
have destroyed itself. Because it was inefficient, cumbersome and
unprofitable.

On the other hand, some students like Lewis Gray, Kenneth Stampp,
Thomas Govan and Alfred Conrad have strongly contested this kind
of view, contending that southern slave plantation was at least
remunerative and profitable. With reference to the views of the latter

scholars’, I have analyzed some economic aspecis of plantation



— 3 —

slavery and brought it to light in this paper that slavery was rather
profitable to the south and that there was nothing necessarily self

destructive about the profits of the slave economy.





