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On the Causes of two lése-majeste Affairs by
the Japanese Residents in America

Yotaro NISHIO

The “Revolution” affair, 1906, and the “open letter sent to the-
Emperor from the anarchists” affair, 1907, are affairs of special
interest in the history of socialism in Japan. These affairs were-
chiefly reported in socialist newspapers in this country. Japanese-
people emigrated to America and Hawaii to escape from their strai-

tened circumstances in their mother country. They were welcomed
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by the capitalists there for their low wages, but they were also reg-
arded as foes by the white workers. Their lives were always wretc-
hed and humiliating as compared with those of the white people.
) Japanese government seemed hardly concerned with their protection,
~ and they thought they were abandoned by their ‘mother country.
The more intelligent of the emigrants formed socialist bodies to
protect themselves, and San Francisco was the center of their move-
ment. They demanded of the capitalists freedom and equality of the
workers. The success of the Russian Revolution encouraged them.
They blamed the Emperor as the representative of the Japanese
.capitalists. Japanese government was determined to rob the socialists
of all their freedom. In 1906 the Legislature of California demanded
-of the President the exclusion of the Japanese emigrants. Their
strong attitude moved the President and Japanese governmet yielded
to the claim of the President. Japanese emigrants were placed in
hopeless conditions since then. The two lesé-majesté affairs happened
in this atmosphere. The Japanese socialists in America were
politically helpless, but their despair drove them to resort to propaganda
in most vehement terms. Japanese government was afraid of their
‘propaganda, and determined to extirminate the socialists in the
<country.





