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The Decrease of Kumano (BEE3) -visitors

Tsunezo SHNIJO

The pilgrimage to the Kumano Shrine, which had been in the
height from the ancient times to the middle of medieval age. became
gradually at low pitch. There were many reasons, and the decay
of missionary, and inducing organizations such as O-si (i),
Sen-dati (4&), the rise of Ise-Belief were some of them.

Later, in the period of Edo (L), with the recreationalizing
of general pilgrims to temples or shrines, the number of Kumano-
visitors, where was nothing to do with sight-seeing from locational
point of view, was further decreasing, only comparatively small
mnumbers of the devotee with peasants of East-country as the nucleus.





