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The Hsiin-chien (;& %) and the Pao-chia ({£F)
Act in the Northern Sung Dynasty.

Kenichi HABU

The police organization in the carly Sung dynasty started with the
dual system of hsiin-chien and hsien-wei (ILJ3}). The hsien-wei, who
commanded Kung Shou (i T the archers) conscripted from among vill-
agers within the hsien (IfL) as i (fZimposed service), was charged with

the duties of police and maintenance of puble peace over a hsien. The

hsiin-chien, who commanded the chin-chiin (#4777 Tmperial army) stat-

e

ioned there or the hsiang-chiin (R

labor serving provincial militia),
prepared for such emergencies as the rise of rebellion, in his jurisdict-
ion over one or several chous (M) or several hsiens.

With the change of the times, however, this police organization
betrayed gradually its weakness : namely, the soldicrs under the hsiin-
chiens, being consisted of those who were recruited from various Lroops
of hsiang-chiin, or chin-chiin, were not well acquainted with the local
state of things. This weakness was corrected by replacing the soldiers
under hsiin-chiens with pao-tings ({£T) in such areas where the Pao-
chia Act was enforced emphatically, as the district of Kai-féng-fu (Bj
FHFR) and the three border lus (%) namely, Ho-pei jif-t, Ho-tung 7
H, and hsia-hsi BEYE, and by recruiting soldiers from among the nalive

inhabitants in the other arcas.





