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Studies on the Flying-fishes in the North Arabian Sea
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LR DIR YT H 72 0 Z RIS )% W Fo i Fo KPEST
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At x ke Dr. E. G. Silas (Central Marine
Research Institution, Cochin) (&4 5.
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Oxyporhamphidae
Oxyporhamphus meristocystis

Exocoetidae
Parexocoetus mento mento
Exocoetus monocirrhis
Exocoetus volitans
Cypselurus oligolepis
Cheilopogon intermedius
Prognichthys sealei
Prognichthys brevipinnis
Hirundichthys coromandelensis

30°N

20

Arabian Sea

50 60 70 80 90°E

Fig. 1. Surveyed area by R/V
Shoyo maru.
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2. EEHIOKE &R Table 1 iR U7 bk
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A £ o, EREERUFOKTTRL.
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Table 1. List of the flying-fishes, collected in the north Arabian Sea.

Number of specimens

Body length (mm)

14 112. 6—146.

99.7—117.
60. 7
126. 6—130.
175.9, 185.
235.7
141.3, 174.
85. 5--136.
126.0- -195.
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Fig. 2.
meristocystis, 135.7mm in body length ; b, Cheilopogon intermedius, 236.7 mm
in body length ; ¢, Prognichthys sealei, 128. 1 mm in body length ; d, Prognichthys

brevzpmms, 141.3mm in body length e, Hirundichthys coromandelensis, 142.3
mm in body length.

rwjmm i TRL7), Pred. 15§ i X 0
BT TOHR, Trans. FHEAE {ﬁuffﬁé&@ﬁa%
515, G.R. #EE, Vert. IHEEE, cV. lHHE
B oI ERIE E TOMERM, pV. HERIEL» SEM N
#HEE ToOE, H.L. iig, S.L. wgE, PD.L.
Wit HIF A E T o Wi, PAL. wlh o MiE
i E o, PV.L. vis» o REREETOR
s, L.P. g, L.V. lE#E, B.D. (&7, E.D.

Flying-fishes collected in the north Arabian Sea.

a, Oxyporhamphus

I#7%, 10.W. Ikgt¢, C.P.D. 24, D.B.L. 4%
R, AB.L. BghLEL
sl KA K
1. Oxyporhamphus meristocystis Parin,
Fig. 2a

kB 112.6~146.7mm ok 14 k% 2 28T
WEL. ZNHEAD S B 6 fRORIEMG % Table
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Table 2. Measurements and counts of Oxyporhamphus meristocystis Parin.
Localit 25—06.3N| 21—03. 0N| 23—29. 5N| 22—51.2N| 20—52. 5N 23—29. 5N
Y 65—42.4E| 64—48.2E| 63—43.0E| 66—59.0E| 64—16. 3EJ 63—43.0E
Body length (mm) 112.6 115.0 125.6 128.0 133.0 146.7
Head length 24.7 26.2 26. 4 28.2 30.0 3L.8
Snout length 6.0 6.3 ! 7.3 6.6 7.3 8.4
Predorsal length 84. 4 85.5 93.3 95.0 97.7 111.5
Preanal length 88.3 90.0 97.3 102. 6 103.5 116.3
Preventral length 71.8 74.3 80.2 84.7 85.5 94.8
Length of pectoral 35.6 36.0 39.9 42.6 43.0 43.5
Length of ventral 15.5 15.4 15.4 17.0 16.2 18.7
Body depth 18.3 18.6 21.0 22.0 23.7 27.5
Diameter of eye 7.7 7.5 8.2 8.1 9.1 10. 8
Interorbital width 7.1 7.5 8.1 8.5 9.1 10.0
Depth of caudal peduncle 6.6 7.2 7.6 8.2 1 8.5 9.8
Length of dorsal base 18.7 21.4 20.2 21.0 25.3 23.8
Length of anal base 16. 4 16.7 16.3 17.2 l 20.3 20.7
14 14 14 14 14 14
A 14 14 14 13 14 14
P. (i+n) i,12 1,12 1,12 1,12 12 i,12
Pred. 31 30 33 31 ‘[ 30 30
Trans. 5% sy 5% 55| 53 5%
G.R. 6423 6424 8-+24 6+23 8424 8+125
Vert. 32418 32+17 31418 32+17 31-+18 32+17
2 kL. D. 14, A, 13—14, P. i,11-12, Pred.

29—33, Trans. 53,
cV/pV=1.1—1.36.
hEicsd 2 BoH% « HL. 21.0-22.8, S.L.
5.2—6.2, PD. L. 73.2—76.2, PA. L. 77.2—80.2,
PV.L. 63.3—66.2, L.P. 28.3—34.1, L.V. 11.8—
13.8, B.D. 16.1—18.7, E.D. 6.0—7.4, IO.W.
6.4—7.1, C.P.D. 5.9—6.7, D.B.L. 16.1—19.0,
A.B.L. 13.0—15.4.
HEPPUMREL, BEHREEEX DA icE O TR
KROAR>THS. THEMAIZELIEHL, M
SEBHBICEET 3 BNOEFICRRE SN, |
1358 < 2 O IEIERIEIGE LS. HERER
INEHBI O SREREICICNETS. BiEREL
T D3I icE L. 1Y, BEEtickokhic
gL, BEORMIIAAOE4—SBROTHH
3. EBRERO/NBITSNS.

HATIR IR EG, EREOREET 5. FKHlddic

SRR O BRI TREBBORGESEEL,
r@%uﬁéﬁm%ﬁ@uﬂﬂﬁﬁm%bm.m%ﬁ
6 —T7iEEETOLMBBATTRRIBETSHS. &
R RERVHRESBEOEEYS 2. WHEIRKE,
iET kG, BEIRERTH 5.

Zoft, AEOFALELSNEEGKELE 0.6m
fefm gy bic XD BT S E TR (24723.5N . 62°
07.5’E, 22°17.1'N « 65°20. 5'E) 7% 2tk 8L

G.R. 29—33, Vert. 4950,

Fig. 3.
4. 5mm in body length.

Larva of Oxyporhamphus meristocystis,

2. THODBER4I BLY 4.5mm ThHD,
#4% Fig. 3 wxRrLk.

A3 Tapun (1961 6) kb vuE viEh» o
SBINHERE 24 7ERELTCHEBRE O, BRAT
BRECEESERO/NLICHNTOE T & REHEL
T3, 4 F, KEFICITEGE O. micropterus
micropterus DLOAHEAE RLTEBY, b 2R
BATCREDCHKRE, cV/pV i, METREHICHI
TEREHICL > TRBEN TS ([lapun, 19616 ;
KoBanesckas, 1965) .

2.

%

Parexocoetus mento mento (Cuv. et
Val.)

R 99.7T~117.3mm O A 6 Ek%E 2 T 5
gLk choERONEMZE Table 3 1RL 7.
D. 10—11, A. 11, P.i,12—13, Pred. 18—20,
Trans. 5;—63, G.R. 7+18—21=25—28, Vert.
36—37.

KEicd 3 §4% : HL. 25.2-26.6, S.L.
6.8—8.6, PD.L. 70.8—73.1, PA.L. 74.5—76.2,
PV.L. 53.1—54.1, L.P. 53.6—59.5, L.V. 19.7—
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Table 3, Measurements and counts of Parexocoetus mento mento (Cuv. et Val.).

. 25--04. 8N
Locality | 24—41. 5N, 66—56.3E 63—44 OE
Body length (mm) ' 99,7 103.6 110.9 1.2 117.3 | 1018
Head length 26.5 26.8 27.9 28.1 29.8 25.7
Snout length 7.8 7.5 8.2 9.6 8.0 7.2
Predorsal length 71.1 73.7 79.9 78.7 85.7 ; 72.4
Preanal length 76.0 77.2 82.8 83.5 87.4 i 76. 5
Preventral length ; 53.7 55.1 58.9 59.0 63.5 54.5
Length of pectoral i 58.0 55.5 61.5 65. 4 69.8 60.6
Length of Ventral 20.5 20. 4 22.5 22.3 26.2 22.6
Body depth 21.8 21.0 23.0 22,6 25.2 21.8
Diameter of eye 9.1 9.6 9.8 9.9 10. 1 9.5
Interorbital width 9.9 9.3 9.5 9.4 10.0 8.5
Depth of caudal peduncle 7.7 7.8 8.0 8.0 8.0 7.4
Length of dorsal base 18.5 18.2 8.8 20.2 20.6 18.7
Length of anal base 16.0 17.0 17.1 17.0 19.0 16. 4
D. 1 11 10 10 11 10
A. 11 11 Il 11 11 11
P. (i+n) i,13 i,13 i,13 i,12 1,13 i,13
Pred. — 19 20 18 19 18
Trans. , 3 : ¥ ; 63 53
G.R. 7421 7+18 — 7+21 7+20 7421
Vert. 22415 - 21 +15 36 2115 21415
22.3, B.D. 20.3—21.9, E.D. 8.6-9.3, IO.W. hEHT 3H4%  HL. 24.5, S.L. 6.1,
8.3—9.9, C.P.D, 6.8—7.7, D.B.L. 17.0—18.6, PD.L. 69.0, PA.L. 67.5, PV.L. 40.4, L.P.

A.B.L. 15.3—16. 4.

iz L, BESEEEX DT s TR
WAEO TV, BT R R &
5. MEIEL ZoXMEBIMEbThickz 3. B
HEEIREREELD bBERBIITMNET 2. &%
fERE L TR ERKICE 5. BEBIEAR
HEEE 2 -3 BEROTHICH D, INSEWHTHE, o
EHE, @EicErET s,

BEBIRERL, ERE3ABEET 5. kg6 —
BfERETOLPREME, THRAKBETHS. G
i, W LT REBEO 2 Bl kerE
3. BEIROTEEROMEEIERE, BELIEIR
o, FERBIBETSS.

B, COMBCBEBNTY Yy ER—-ipD 510N
106°43’E H» Hic#g#E P. brachypterus brachypterus
% 2MEERE L. C050EARR, D. 12, A, 12.
13, Pred. 21 - 23, Vert. 24+16=40 <, MgtEiz—
Frick@, BHEOROEETS. T/, HHEIMER
REFEREZRZZDICBIZCELENOABEIZ
PicXA s 3.,

3.
k£ 60.7Tmm OTHIC l KOVTIRBEEET S
Fifa LEFE 2 =MTRE L. COERDAIEMEZ
DB THB. D.12, A.13, P.i,16, Vert. 44.

Exocoetus monocirrhus (Richardson)

83.0, L.V. 18.9, B.D. 23.7, E.D. 8.7, IO.W.
11.0, C.P.D. 8.7, D.B.L. 21.1, A.B.L. 21.4.
BEHEFELUCHE L, TR | Ko PR
50, 2O 7T —RTEEBENIECHD. i
BREL ZORMIBEREL DS cHZL 5. B
B £ 0L LSy, BIsSEER AN
ZATEL, 75, BEOKGKIZIENEST 5.
FEWEREG, HERRE0ERT 2. KR
3SKOEBMEHESD B, MlEIRETE ORI ki
WRBBOTHS. W 6—11 B4 BRI L
ZROTHED, BEoMER bR, RIS EEEE S
T 5.
4,
&g 126. 6~130.9 mm OJk A 3 KSR L 7.
B0 5 B LIEKEZMICRGRAALKE OT, o2
BT s EMTREL . WEERKROBDTHB.

Exocoetus volitans Linné

D. 14, A. 12—14, P.i,14—15 Pred. 18—19,
Trans. 6—63 G.R. 6—8-+24=30—32, Vert.
43—44,

hEic xtd 3 T4y : HL. 26.6—27.4, S.L

6.6—6.7, PD.L. 64.3—64.9, PA.L. 67.6—68.1,
PV.L. 43.3—43.7, L.P. 72.2—74.4, L.V. 13.2—
15.2, B.D. 18.6—19.9, E.D. 7.3--8.0, 10.W.
8.2—8.6, C.P.D. 7.5—7.6, D.B.L. 23.2—24.2,
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A.B.L. 21.6—22.5.

REEEL, BRBEEATHRO LZEPPRiEd
%. MR 2ok RMIcET 5. EEERE L
ZORE AR DONH AT 5. BT ES 2
ERDO T Hicd 5.

KWEBILEE, BIRRaERT 5. RGEH9
SR ETOLIBAREE, FHRERETE 4#LLD
THTREBRBETSEEONS. WHEREE, F
BEBIK L, BB %E, JAEREE TS,

5. Cypselurus cligolepis (Bleeker)

(k2 175.9, 185.7mm Dpfl 2 fik% 2 = HCIR
Wi ZhoDWEMBKROHEY THS. D. 12,
A. 9, P.i14, Pred. 24.25 Trans. 7-7; G.R.
6--17=23, Vert. 42.

R kT s 5% 0 HL 22.9-23.7, S.L.
6.4+6.8, PD. L. 70.6-71.0, PA. L.79.8-81.3,
PV.L. 57.0+58.1, L.P. 65.6+66.7, L. V. 30.6«
32.5, B.D.19.8.22.4, E.D. 7.5:8.0, I0.W.
9.2.10.1, C.P.D. 7.6-8.0, D.B.L. 19.620.6,
A.B.L. 10.3-10.4.

HERIL BRI TASD E LR ETH . HHEB
ZIRFEER A S BRI Ic A 1 TR T, MR BITE
UL, NESEEATE ORFCEET 5. WERE
3 IS h ik B T DIEHH T LIS I IE T 5.
PEEEIZE 3 S0 13 < % DRI B E %
Mz 2. BEEREIRFREX D SMBERBIGELM
59 5. BIERLAREREE6 —THEROTHICHS.

BEBERRE, ERRIACEET 5. RNEFES—
9 & ETO LIBR—RIcERE T R RER%ER, $,
B2 — 4 R ONI IR I S 5. BT KE
TH 3, 4ERRREBEELET S, BEIRKED, B
e, RIGEIRALTHS.

6. Cheilopogon intermedius Parin, Fig. 2b

ke 236. Tmm QR LA %E 4 M TREL K,
COBEROWMEMBEIROBEY THS. D. 12, A, 9,
P. i,15, Pred. 29, Trans. 8;, G.R. 5+18=23,
Vert. 30+15=45,

hEickid 3 §H% « HL. 22.2, S.L. 6.9,
PD.L. 72.4, PA.L. 81.7, PV.L. 58.4, L.P. 73.9,
L.V. 35.3, B.D. 19,5, E.D. 6.5, I0.W. 8.3,
C.P.D. 7.7, D.B.L. 18.2, A.B.L. 10.9.

IR L, SR HR RS A SR T I A i T
THROLBELPRET 5. MEEEEL DT ik
DTHEIICBROME DTN A. Mg 3 BERIED
JE 2ok BEBRICET 3. BEIEE 3 BRERD

R 2omiR ik BEEESRRIGET 5. BIERERR
EEEXD bHBRBICOELIELMETS (V/
pV=0.89). BELIIIHHEE RO T HICH 3.
INS TSR, DEFICEET 3.

HIFMIZREG, ERIA0EET 5. WIEE &
£ETOLMERE, MBEIBE TS 2HEDHRIC
B EHICEZREDHIBAONE. XS5REBES
BREHTLEEOND., BEEROTE 1 -5 #RIE
WRETH L. WEHIRIKEG, BEIRE, BERE
HEERT 5.

AFE3 Tlapun (1961a) ick>TvoEryE,Ld
s hicfkl 208mm OffkE 44 7EAREL T
BNk SEOERTIREEEE, KBk, ki
KB TIRREDZER A LN LD, Trans,
DEWTE 77 THIORKL 83 THok. 7«
B, KRB OHMOTERE, /347 ic 2\ Tid KoBanesckas
(1975) wwko>THE ST 3.

7. Prognichthys sealei Abe, Fig. 2c

R 1413, 174. 4mm O 2 B % 2 =@
%l hSOREMEKOBY TH 5. D. 11,
A. 8.9, P.i,17, Pred. 25+26, Trans. 7;+ 8%,
G.R. 5+20=25+7+19=26, Vert. 42.

KEkxd s A% : HL. 22.8-23.4, S.L.
6.3, PD.L. 72.5+74.4, PA.L. 79.3+82.0, PV.L.
58.5+61.1, L.P. 64.8.67.7, L.V. 27.9+35.5,
B.D. 16.9.18.0, E.D. 7.4+7.5 I0.W. 8.4,
CPD. 7.2.7.5, D.B.L. 16.8-16.9, A.B.L.
9.5« 11.0.

ARiZPPMEL, EHIEES DRFICE O TR
EROHIEDTHE. BEEWL SBERICHT TE
HTROEBREIPPHEET Z. KlEE | —4 #RE5
EET, FSBERIRLEL T OARIEERLERL
WET 5., BHEEEIEBRIIEOEL ZokH B
HE#EZEZ 5. EEEEIREREX D bER
BiIZOThicii fET 5. BEERSIITEE S R
DOFFIKHB. NSBEHSHEHICHEET 2P OHEFIC
BRSO,

BELIERE, BERIABEET5. RIS
BIBET, B4 — 6 EROEMBLOTH4—51E
KBRBETHE. REOH 2 — 5 BREOEBRIE
BEETD. BRBEIRKE, BEI%RE, BEIRK
BEET5.

FEOBARTES 1| —4 KB LLN &%
BEELThD, ARHE P. tringa TIIRSIERESDS
2K, P. brevipinnis TE3ARTHBL EICKDTK
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Table 4. Measurements and counts of Prognichthys brevipinnis (Cuv. et Val.).

Locality 23—29.5N, 63—43.0E
Body length (mm) 85.5 117.5 128.1 130. 6 1310 136.6
Head length 19.6 27. 4 29.5 30.2 31.7 32.2
Snout length 5.0 6.2 8.2 7.0 8.5 8.0
Predorsal length 61.0 87.8 95.0 97.3 97.7 99.8
Preanal length 67.7 92.6 100.9 102.5 104. 3 108.5
Preventral length 50.0 69.5 74.1 77.2 78.4 80.5
Length of pectoral 54.6 75.8 81.7 84.8 88.5 91.5
Length of ventral 30.0 34.1 39.0 38.9 41.5 41.8
Body depth 16.7 22.0 23.6 24.3 24.3 25.0
Diameter of eye 7.0 9.0 9.8 9.8 10.0 10.0
Interorbital width 8.0 10.5 10.6 11.8 11.3 11.6
Depth of caudal peduncle 6.4 8.0 9.7 9.7 9.2 9.3
Length of dorsal base 15.6 19.0 20.5 20.0 21.3 23.1
Length of anal base 9.0 13.0 12.8 13.8 13.3 14.0
D. 11 10 10 10 10 11
A. 8 9 8 9 8 9
P. (i+n) i,17 i,18 i,17 i,17 i,18 i,18
Pred. — 27 26 26 29 27
Trans. 63 63 73 75 63 63
G.R. 6422 621 — 7421 7421 6+21
Vert. 42 27+15 — — 28+15 29414

BlEn T 5. Seale (1935) 2I# L7 Cypselurus
zaca @ paratype [IEKFT 4 KORIERIIEER S
HLTWBDT P. sealei THzEEZONG.

8. Prognichthys brevipinnis (Cuv. et

Val.), Fig. 2d

s 85.5~136. 6 mm o 6 k%% THT HAEL
T, ThooREfE%: Table 4 RL7 D. 10—
11, A. 8—9, P. i,17—18, Pred. 26—29, Trans.
65—73, G.R. 6—7+21=27—28, Vert. 42—43.

KBS 3 H4% « HL. 22.9-24.2, S.L.
5.3—6.5, PD.L. 71.3—74.7, PA.L. 78.5—79.6,
PV.L. 57.8—59.8, L.P. 63.8—67.6, L.V. 29.0—
35.1, B.D. 18.3—19.5, E.D. 7.3-8.2, IO.W.
8.3—9.4, C.P.D. 6.8—7.6, D.B.L. 15.3—18.2,
A.B.L. 10.0—11.1.

B L KRB IRRIEED P. sealei k)T L
TV, MEEE | — 3 ERSBEL THig., e
B4 RESRD kDR TOREIE WHERESRR T &Y
5. MR 3 BRMR IEL T oA I BERER
WICET 5. BIERSETIEEI - SHROTHicd
3. NSREPHFCELET 3HO0EFRRIROIL
L,

Seale (1935) ik Cypselurus zaca & L Ci#k
xh7: holotype, 43 (1960) itk 2 P. zaca o
RAERERDERERPIKTHE L EnS P bre-
vipinnis & ST % (Tlapun, 1960) .

9. Hirundichthys coromandelensis (Hor-

nell), Fig. 2e

A4 v FEBERRICH IRBHWEE 20cm <
SHWohBD rEYZFTHY, RvAED Coro-
mandel coast itBNTEHIh T3 (Arora and
Banerji, 1957)., &2 =fTIRELL26EDD 6
MkonEM%E Table 5 iRl D. 9—11, A.
10—12, P. i,15—17, Pred. 29—32, Trans. 5i—
73, G.R. 26—32, Vert. 42—44,

KE ool s B4 « HL. 23.1—26.3, S.L.
5.7—7.0, PD.L. 73.1—76.5, PA.L. 72.9—76.9,
PV.L. 57.4—61.7, L.P. 62.4—69.2, L.V. 24.5—
29.0, B.D. 16.7—18.7, E.D. 7.1—8.6, IO.W.
7.8—9.1, C.P.D. 6.4—7.3, D.B.L. 14.0—16.8,
A.B.L. 11.9—15.4.

ERITPPHE L, BERIMEEE D ITH SO TR
KHOHIXD TS, TR O REEIRICH» 1 T
HWCRO EBEPPRET 5. RRE 3 BENED
B 2o 2 b hiclli 5. s
I35 3 HERDSIE b E L Z 0N BIEE T — 8 ikt
EicEd 5. BEEEBEIRERELD SHERZID
Thic i MET 2. T, BEORAR ZTXWET
3. PNEUMHPHGEELT 2 POHEF KBRS hG
AN

HREIRIREG, EREAREET 5. ks 11—
12 g dco EIRBED, THRIREEES 3. &
Tz, BBRIBETLLELNS, [EEEReT, %
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Table 5. Measurements and counts of Hirundichthys coromandelensis (Hornell).
Localit 12103, 0N | 24—41. SN | 20—52. 5N | 22—51.2N | 21—03.0N | 07—31. IN
y | 64—48.2E | 66—56.3E | 64—16.3E | 66—59.0E | 64—48.2E | 77—54. 1E

Body length (mm) | 126.0 129.7 132.2 138.0 160. 8 195.0
Head length 31.9 3L.5 32.6 32.6 42.0 46.8
Snout length | 7.8 8.7 9.1 8.8 11.3 13.4
Predorsal length j 95.1 97.4 99.0 104.5 120. 8 143.2
Preanal length 96.9 97.3 98.3 103.2 122.6 145. 4
Preventral length 77.2 77.0 78.0 80.5 98.3 115.5
Length of pectoral 8.7 | 843 84.7 95.0 103.1 133.0
Length of ventral 32.8 | 376 33.2 40.0 41.3 53.4
Body depth 23.5 | 22.4 22.6 25.1 27.2 36. 5
Diameter of eye 10.8 ! 9.9 11.0 11.6 13.2 13.8
Interorbital width 10. 6 11.8 11.2 12,2 13.4 16.3
Depth of caudal peduncle 8.6 9.0 8.6 9.8 10.3 13.8
Length of dorsal base 18.2 19.3 20.0 21.8 23.2 30.5
Length of anal base 18.2 17.7 19.3 21.2 23.0 28.0

D. 10 9 11 i1 10 11

A. 11 10 11 12 11 11

P. (i+tn) i,17 i,16 i,15 i,16 i,15 i,17

Pred. 31 32 30 30 31 31

Trans. 5 1 7 1 73 1

G.R. 8-+22 7-+23 8420 5+21 8+22 —
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Summary

A p:lagic fish assessment survey has been made by R/V Shoyo maru from October
2, 1975 to January 14, 1976 in the north Arabian Sea. In the course of the cruise, 9
specics of flying-fishes belong to the family Oxyporhamphidac and Exococtidac were
collected (Table 1). Their morphological featurcs are mentioned here.

Oxyporhamphus meristocystis and Cheilopogon intermedius described by ITaprs (19614,
6) werce included in this collection. The numbcer of gill-rakers in O. meristocystis is
29-33 (27-31: Ilapusx, 1961 6), the number of transverse scales in Ch. intermedius is
8% (7-7; : Mapun, 1961 a).

Prognichtys sealei and P, brevipinnis are distinguished each other by the counts of
unbranched pectoral fin rays, the former are four unbranched rays, the latter three.

Hirundichthys coromandelensis has the fewer vertebrae (42-44) than that of closely
related species H. speculiger and H. oxycephalus, i. ¢. H. speculiger: 45-46, H. oxyce-
phalus: 45-47 (Imai, 1960).



