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On the mass stranding of octopus, Tremoctopus
violaceus, upon the beach of northern Kyushu
in the summer of 1967

Osame Tabeta*
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Fukuoka, Japan).

{IC8 AR &0tz HIELD AT LAV R T
INRIZIN T & 8 H THIEICESE PHEFHE TH DIz &0
bhvs. EEED WM i~ RN ET, o
B KES EFITOENT 5 UTc. MO ORI
FRIC BBV T 8 A 27 HITkY 300 AEDSEE L, &<
WCHEER DT, INSDATHFRLITZIIIEAED
EENEETIIEIONI X5 Thb. 20 2EH
513 25~ 35cm k5L 08 60 cm L oD 2 Z%;Z)f.i{w)
51 (Table 1), KFHIM 20 (Fig. 2) 75 |

60 cm LI - Tdh B DT LT, ¢k o&:d\ﬂm‘vb@

-
JAPAN SEA
HONSHU
gTSUSHIMA Is.
5
4 _ @
/4
" J
Y PACIFIC
OCEAN

Fig. 1. Station location, The number shows
the following station: 1 Karatsu, 2
Shingu, 3 Tsuyazaki, 4 Ainoshima and
5 O-shima,
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Table 1. Record of stranding of the octopus
(No. 1—9) and the squid (No. 10)
in northern Kyushu in the summer
of 1967,

. No. of =,

No. ; Date, Station ndividual TL

N 67. ] J ,
1| Aug. 5 Tsuyazaki‘ 1 ‘ 25
2 | Aug. 10 | Shingu ‘ [ 60
3 | Aug. 12 ; Tsuyazaki o 30
4 | Aug. 20 ” | 1 . cado
5 | Aug. 24 ” ! 1 | cads
6 | Aug. 27 | Ainoshima | ca 300 25—35
7 ” Shingu ca 20 *
8 | Sept. 1 ” ‘ 2 | 30,35
9 | Sept. 10 ” ; 1 a5
10 | Aug. 23 | Tsuyazaki l 2 1 40, 431
* Total length in cm,
+ Not recorded.
I Mante length in cm,
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Fig. 2. Tremoctopus violaceus Delle Chiaje,
stranded upon the Shingu beach on
November 11, 1966 (ca 70 cm in total
length).
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Table 2, Number of the observed octopus
on Shingu beach in 1965—1968,

Month ’65—"66 ’66—'67 ! ’67—'68
Aug. ‘ ca 21
Sept. f 3
Oct. | 2
Nov. 4 2 1
Dec. 1 7 16
Jan, ‘ 4 1 3
Total ’[ 9 10 } ca 46
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Summary

During the summer months of 1967 the author observed the mass stranding of an octopus,
Tremoctopus violaceus Delle Chiaje, upon the beaches of northern Kyushu (Fig. 1 & Table 1).
This epipelagic octopus was considered as the southern element such as baloonfish and some
squids (Thysanoteuthis rhombus, etc.) which were transported in summer by the Tsushima

Current into the Japan Sea and sometimes stranded upon the beach in winter season,

On these

beaches, so far, the octopus had been also seen in the cold season (I'ig. 2 & Table 2). This
paper deals with some notes on the unexpected mass appearance of the animals in that summer,
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The octopus was stranded upon the beaches between Karatsu and Tsuyazaki from the early
August to the early September (Fig. 1 & Table 1), The prominent phenomenon was seen in the
end of August in the whole area, and at the beach of Ainoshima the stranded octopus were
counted as many as some 300 individuals on 27th of the month. Most of them were young
individuals less than 35cm in total length (Table 1). This tendency was regarded as charac-
teristics for the summer group in contrast to the winter one which were composed of adults
more than 60 c¢m (Fig. 2). These mass strandings of the octopus were supposed to be caused
by the larger transportation of the animals by the Current, which might be presumed to be due
to the more forcible Current in this summer than in a common one. Another fact supporting
this supposition was the first summer stranding ever recorded on Tsuyazaki of the squid,
Thysanoteuthis rhombus Troschel, belonging to the same ecological group as the octopus (Table 1).



