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On Qi jia (}2%) of Jia zu (W) in Liang and Chen Eras

Shigeaki OCHI



In the Period of the South Dynasty,people were divided into four castes.
The highest in rank was called fia zu (Hj#) , and the second Gi men

(7xP9) . The members of Jia zu were privileged to keep their bureaucratic
positions according to the prestige of their family, which caused the gradual
increase of incompetent bureacrats.

Wu di (;R7%) of the Liang Dynasty ventured a reform of government
organization in the 7th year of Tian jian (507A.D.), when those who held
some bureaucratic positions were promoted tothe caste of Jia zu, and start-
ed a new system, according to which their children were allowed ta make
Qi jia, that is,to be newly installed in governmental offices, belonging
to fJia zu. Most of the new members of Jia zu, however, had virtually
belonged to the upper class of the caste of Gi men. The ultimate purpose
of Wu di’s new policy was to reform the constitution of Jie zu, the mem-
bers of which occupied the chief posts in the bureaucracy.

The original purpose of the system was gradually lost sight of, but the

form itself was preserved as far as Chen Era.
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