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A Study on the Mirrors of Pre-Han Period
and their Inscriptions found from the
Pottery-Coffins of Tateiwa Site of
Yayoi Period, Fukuoka Prefecture.

Takashi OKAZAKI

Tateiwa is a famous site of Yayoi-Period of northern Kyusyu,



for this site was a factory of stone implements and many pottery-
coffins were found before the War. In 1958, 1960, We could exca-
vate a group of pottery-coffins by sudden discovery of mirrors in
some coffins. We excavated 39 pottery-coffins and 30 pits there.
We found bronze mirrors of Pre-Han periods, 1 bronze spear-head,
and some iron implements. At that time, people used the stone
implements. We think that the a family of the chief of this
area had only possessed the mirrors and the metal-implements.

Pottery-Coffin Finds

No. 10 6 mirrors, 1 bronze spear-head, 1 iron dagger. 1 iron
plane, 2 whetstone.

No., 28 1 mirror, 1 iron-knife, 1 group of necklace made by 570
glass tube-beads.

No. 34 1 mirror, 1 iron dagger, 14 shell-bracelet.

No. 35 1 mirror, 1 iron dagger, 1 iron-halberd

No. 39 1 mirror, 1 iron dagger,

Large mirrors of pre-Han period were devided to two types by
design. One is arc-design type, and the other is ring-design type.
Small mirrors were divided to the same types. The inscriptions
of mirrors represent the thought and the literature of Han period.
One is described that the happiness is in the sun and the wealth
in the moon, It is important that those inscriptions resembles
the sentences and the words of “Ch‘u-t'su” %% that Ch'i Yian
JRE, a poet of Ch‘u country was believed to write.
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