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The majority is never right. Never, I say. That is one of
those conventional lies against which a free, thougtful
man must rebel. Who are they that make up the majority
of a country? It is the wise men or the foolish? I think we
must agree that the foolish folk are, at present, in a
terribly overwhelming majority all around and about us
the wide world over. But, devil take it, it can surely never
be right that the foolish should rule over the wise![Noise
and shouts] Yes, yes, you can shout me down, but you
cannnot gainsay me. The majority has might — unhappily
— but right it has not. I and a few others are right. The
minority is always right. (...) 1 have said that I will not
waste a word on the little, narrow-chested, short-winded

crew that lie behind us. Pulsating life has nothing more to

do with them. But I do think of the few individuals among
us who have made all the new, germinating truths their
own. These men stand, as it were, at the outposts, so far
in advance that the compact majority has not yet reached
them — and there they fight for truths that are too lately
borne into the world's consciousness to have won over the
majority.

(An Enemy of Society'™)
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Besides, what I want is so simple, so clear and

straightforward. I only want to drive into the heads of
these curs that the Liberals are the worst foes of free men;
that party-programmes wring the necks of all young living
truths; that considerations of expediency turn morality and
righteousness upside down, until life is simply hideous.

(An Enemy of Society'™)
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You see, the fact is that the strongest man upon earth is he
who stands most alone.
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A man's empirical thought depends on the things he has
experienced, but what these shall be is to a large extent

determined byhis habits of attention. A thing may be

present to him a thousand times, but if he persistently

fails to notice it, it cannot besaid to enter into his

experience. [...] Each has selected, out of the same mass

of presented objects, those which suited his private
interest and has made his experience thereby.
( The Principles of Psychology' ™)
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We feel things differently according as we are sleepy or

awake, hungry or full, fresh or tired [...] When the
identical fact recurs, we must think of it in a fresh
manner, see it under a somewhat different angle,

apprehend it in different relations from those in which it
last appeared. And the thought by which we cognize it is
suffused

the thought of it-in-those-relations, a thought

with the consciousness of all that dim context. Often we

are ourselves struck at the strange differences in our

..] the young girls
hardly

successive views of the same thing. [.

that brought an aura of infinity, at present

distinguishable existences.

( The Principles of w@%&o@x )
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Professor thus inverts the traditional

Bergson platonic

doctrine absolutely. Instead of intellectual knowledge

being the profounder, he calls it the more superficial.

Instead of being the only adequate knowledge, it is

grossly inadequate, and its only superiority is the
practical one of enabling us to make short cuts through
experience and thereby to save time. The one thing it
cannot do is to reveal the nature of thing - which last
remark, if not clear already, will become clearer as I
proceed. Dive back into the flux itself, then, Bergson tells
us, if you wish to know reality,

(A pluralistic universe™)
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theoretic knowledge, which is knowledge about things, as
distinguished from living or sympathetic acquaintance with
them, touches only the outer surface of reality.
(A pluralistic universe)
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What we must say is that we have to do with two different
that of sensible
This

kinds of reality, the one heterogeneous,

qualities, the other homogeneous, namely space.

latter, clearly conceived by the human intellect, enables us
to use clean-cut distinctions, to count, to abstract, and
perhaps also to speak.

(Time and free will'™)
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As we are not accustomed to observe ourselves directly,
but perceive ourselves through forms borrowed from the
external world, we are led to believe that real duration,
the duration lived by consciousness, is the same as the

duration which glides over the inert atoms without

penetrating and altering them. (Time and free will (p.154) )
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Consciousness, goaded by an insatiable desire to separate,

substitutes the symbol for the reality, or perceives the
reality only through the symbol. As the self thus refracted,
and thereby broken to pieces, is much better adapted to

the requirements of social life in general and language in

particular, consciousness prefers it, and gradually loses
sight of the fundamental self.
(Time and free will'™*)
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The universe presents itself in man variously sundered
and graded. It becomes all-important to shift upward the
centre of gravity in his life, thereby enabling him to
co-operate in the construction of the universe. Without
man's participation and decision, the movement at his
particular point can make no further progress. What
could be better calculated to give his life meaning and
value than this possibility of rising to a level of
spiritual freedom, to a life which, in the very act of
consolidating itself, allows him to share in the fruition

and development of the whole of reality?

(The meaning and value of life p.99)
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There are, indeed, as we shall show a little later, two
possible conceptions of time, the one free from all alloy,
the other surreptitiously bringing in the idea of space.
Pure duration is the form which the succession of our
conscious states assumes when our ego lets itself live,
when it refrains from separating its present state from
its former states.

(Time and free will p.100)
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the act will be so much the freer the more the dynamic
connected tends to be the

series with which it is

fundamental self.

(Time and free will p.167)
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