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VI. X

Summary

Since the demand for recreational use in natural areas has recently increased,
we are concerned with evaluating the quality of recreational areas. However,
objective standards for judging their quality have not yet been established.

In this study, we attempt to evaluate the impressions of various forests by use of
the psychometrical method, in order to judge the quality of forests for recreational
use.

The subjects for the test were selected from groups of high school, college,
and university students, housewives, and other people from elders to youngsters,
consisting of 353 persons. Data analysis was done according to the subjects’ living
circumstances, sex, age, and so on. Furthermore, we investigated their life histo-
ries by questionnaires. The samples used for the test were two color slide pictures
from each of five forests with dominant species as follows; Pinus thunbergii as
coastal windbreak (Coastal forest), Cyclobalanopsis glauca and Castanopsis cuspidata
as secondary natural evergreen broad-leaved forest (Laurel forest), Cryptomeria ja-
ponica as man-made forest (Man-made forest), Fagus crenata as natural forest
(Beech forest), Phyllostachys pubescens as bamboo-product forest (Bamboo forest).

The forest site impressions were collected by use of the Semantic Differential
Method and were analyzed by Factor Analysis.

The results obtained are summarized as follows:

(1) As a results of Factor Analysis, 4 factors (Appeal, Activity, Natural

quality, Power) were isolated.

(2) The subjects who had lived in the country during their childhood did
not dislike the Laurel forest, as much as those who had lived in the city.

(3) Males tended to favor the Laurel forest, Coastal forest, and Bamboo
forest, which are disorderly and have a high degree of Power, while fe-
males tended to favor the Man-made forest and Beech forest which
are ordered and aesthetic.

(4) The older the subjects, the more they favored all types of forests, and
older subjects also had a tendency to overevaluate forest qualities.

(5) The subjects from the landscape architects group and students who are
studying forestry and landscape architecture, so-called specialists, seemed
to notice the different species and to evaluate forest qualities on the
basis of dominant species.



