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As damage of forest degradation by Sika deer browsing is on the rise, the government has attempted to strengthen their scheme
of monetary reward for capture. The support of local hunter organizations is crucial for increasing capture numbers and controlling
the deer population. However, there is less/no research to increase the number of hunters, based on the employment structures of
the hunting organizations, and the change in hunting traditions, although the capture methods have developed and improved. By
interviewing members of an organization in Ookawauchi area, Shiiba Village, Miyazaki Prefecture where traditional hunting remains
very much alive, this research paper examined the following: the characteristics of the employment structure based on age and changes
of the role of hunting in members’ lives, as well as the differences between hunting for controlling the population and traditional
hunting. The findings were as follows. Hunters, who are 51 years old or more, worked in the Ookawauchi area after final school year
and have considerable hunting experiences. However, hunters under 41 years old worked outside the area once before coming back
and have little experiences. Moreover, whilst the monetary reward based on the number of hunted animal is financially important for
some well-trained hunters, the purpose of hunting varies by season; summer hunting is only for capturing deer, whereas winter hunting
is for recreation. To improve young hunters’ skills, the monetary reward based on days engaged in hunting should be introduced. And
to increase the number of hunters, support needed to obtain hunting licenses for residents, including to the growing number of new
residents in Shiiba Village who have moved in recent years, were suggested.
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