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Exploratory research about informed consent in children with cancer: Interviewing individuals related to children

with cancer

Yoko Maehara (National Hospital Organization Kyushu Cancer Center)
Toshihide Kuroki (Faculty of Human-Environment Studies, Kyushu University)

The purpose of the present study was to acquire knowledge concerning informed consent in children with cancer.
We interviewed 5 individuals with significant influences on the minds of children with cancer.

We assessed the point of view of the children to understand their thoughts and feelings. From the resulting data, we
concluded the following: (1 both verbal and non-verbal communication are important when talking to children about
their disease; (2) there are challenges for adults in thinking clearly when making important decisions for their children;
and (3 it was difficult for parents to accept their children’s diseases and to understand how their thoughts significantly af-

fected those of their children.

These supporters tended to place higher importance on verbal communication. We suggest that it is also important
to be aware of the body language of children, including their expressions and behavior.

Key Words: Childhood cancer, informed consent, informed assent, verbal communication, non-verbal communication
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