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The Common Otter, Lutra lutra, in Southern Korea

MoOTOKAZU ANDO, SUNG-WON SoN* and SATOSHI SHIRAISHI

Zoological Laboratory, Faculty of Agriculture,
Kyushu University 46-06, Fukuoka 812

t& El

#79Y Lutra lutra (2#EEH O EHLD )| PRI E
BERSAKDOBELFAUTERL, HILRRVOE
BEXICBOTEEL S 8 I TELAAGTS. Lr
U, ABREICKITKRE U EERR 2720, B
Ric X ZREFREEAMOBES X 2EEE XY
£< (Erlinge, 1972), RHETRZO 1 HETH S
=k vH 7wy Lutra lutra whiteleyl HS#aigd faiic
BLTW3E (&R 858, 1974). HAIMEIICE
) JEARLOBUT 2EBEICBNTD, KERELE
DlDicBOTHRD LIz sh3d (Won, 1981). Lh»
L, ZoMcB I 2FKBOERERBRIZTLALNT
B5T, BRERETORERIERTHS, €T,
#ESRMESROEREMINICB Y 2EREONN
WEERCEATMT 2750, ERREZHEA L

AIWICABICELD, ARLYHE L AROKMEL
DEAMKFBERBHFREEONERELE, R
KRB OBEW 74 ) 72 v=TK¥ EW.
Jameson ¥iZiCRHOBERT 3.

AR O R
BEOBRFEE (Gyonsangnam-Do) & A REE
(Chollanam-Do) opg#p#EE, WOERL (Mt
Jiri) fhEA Gl (Seomjin River), i&HIL
(Nakdong River) KUl (Kum River) k%% %
AL HEHOBRRIZBDTHECALVMHATS

* EEAKERCEM R EESER
(Department of Biology, Kyungnam
University, Masan, Korea)
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D, ABICELLBRREOSOREES>TNS. &
BrRHoFmOMTETFENR SN 24, BRED
. E 7o, BOBLRABTRRERENSEATD
3. KAOTHBETRERTHESHEEINATVEY, &
N L « hif R B TR BRI G RREHS R
hTna.

Hh I YUY DEBLZHERT B, 19824 6 A~1983
£ 1 ArEERne B0 o 47 27 (Fig. 1) %
1 7Efic> &K 3km BEL, EPLHDIBEORRAKSE
i, Bic, BiyEa#EEEM®&ILE (Gusan-myong)
OMER, RU BFILEXFEE o LRBNEY (Es
200m) THS#EM (Hwanggan) o ®mlick T,
PEPNEZEUCTEAERVFa vV 1 2 F Mustela
sibirica coreana DEEWE L, ERNEMAEKTEOH
L, ZOWMBEBEEERD .

*

1. EREOSHE

BRETRTE, BHEMABEYT S B0 (Pu
san) SEXPERE, R XM THS S Rl shik
(Fig. 1). Bilj (Masan) RU'Z#0EUERCH I
25 (Fig. 2) 0XoHik, #iZ—RicEOPIFRLER
HEBic o7z, &ic, EOSBEITHE»S 1~
4m, H0.5~4m OFFicHktshThy, EH
BERBCITLHFEEED L, H3VIIERDODAOPH
Bie L N LT, BRI BHRBEOBRENIC
brEO b LELERD . flih, BOEBA
KBIFIBODILNERTE, ZERBDHTHELD
fo. BIZE, BHEERETOBNMcET 38
WE (EK 9. Skm?, EHROKESM) HOCiE
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Fig. 1.

Map showing the occurrence of scats excreted by the otter.

@, places

where scats were found; A, places where no scats were found,

B2l RRsNEhOIL, ZOENL 20km #h
F-HBEkEOE N Bl (Masan Bay, HEfiE 9.8
km?, k¥ 12m) OBIERTIE, TEHHINCE TE
Bafm Ui

BUEOBERCAHTI2AEOY A v« #X Lo
»o 3R (A—C) AR, FHILARBIFIHLL
HOMBFEE Table | iRL. ARWEHOR
A700m kdZERBOBRABL, TTTi3¥%E
i 1 EOFEATHF LWESRLN. BRUCRA
OHZOHENDIIOEICD D, Btk b HEEK
BHohle. BEOHDIBLLT, ABRESDOTS
EOHEEILFAL, E2FES CTANEIES40
cm FIRORIBREEICFAL. BEFE (Koje-do) @
BETR/AANEZ SM>THEE LM, EPHDBER

2.
RERBKROOVTE, NEKEmL Lo THRET
REPHVBRESNE DY, L dhFEHETRL
BLE@mv o, AEOEKICREYLEbh 313
EXKBOL I LIMORKICSEM RO, BREOD
BA&LERI, BRI THEEPEEORRICE,
Dz, BE 0L EP £ AMBOTR, KEHS
Il~5SmEEn: BAOKAODIC HED HEMNRON
foo T LIHA v« BR FRMEORKT 2LF K
BT HMELTHA s L.

2. #EREY

#rhick ) 2 EHY O HBEMEE L Table 2 IKRY
HIBARETNIEOEERRI 1 ~4THo 1. HE
TREHAMOT £E BENBTYO KIS E LD,

BEROVICEL>TEEL, AIHRORIZEDShIIH Fio, BYBOKEEIHMORT, Z0E R 2EH
Table 1. The frequencies of excretion to signposts (A-C)*,
Date N
1982 o - 1983
Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan.
23 24 25 26 27 30 S5 11 713 19 22 26 28 3 10 15 16 17 20 _727 28 4 57
A + - - — - - + - + - = + - - - - - -
B + - - + + + - + + + - + +
C + + - 4+ + = + - o+ + - +

* Shown in Fig. 2.

Symbols (+and —) indicate the presence and absence of fresh scats, respectively.
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Table 2.

Occurrence frequency (%) of food items found in scats of Lutra lutra and

Mustela sibirica coreana in summer (June-Aug.) and Autumn (Sep. - Nov.) in 1982, and

winter (Dec. and Jan.) in 1982-83.

L. lutra

M. s. coreana

Food item Coast

River . Coast River

Summer Autumn Winter Summer Autumn Winter

Autumn Autumn

Mammals 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 100
Birds 0 1 0 6 0 0 0 0
Reptiles 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0
Amphibians 0 3 0 69 42 3 14 0
Fishes 100 99 97 100 87 100 100 14
Insects 5 3 0 6 11 0 14 0
Crustacea 25 35 46 63 85 44 43 5
Isopoda 0 1 3 0 0 0 0 0
Gastropoda 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0
Plants 0 0 3 0 6 3 43 0
Others 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0
Sample size 20 68 37 16 62 34 14 21

cm ICBEBVNEALORD, KEQCARED NS
otz MEDOH =EHRBICKROTHEHER L

Urban area
of Masan

Masan Bay

Z

323
A

GYONSANGNAM-DO

Jinhae Bay

Fig. 2. Map showing the distribution of
scats of the otter along the coast of Masan
City and its vicinity, Gyonsangnam-Do in
November 1982. @, presence of scats; i,
rocky coast; A-C, signposts examined.

H, 1fEo#EhcEIEhIBR—BicPieholk. H
i, FNTRH2H, BOPE, »zr0E, Bho
W, 74y, BH KOERFFA o 85 LA
oR bEEh T

HINRNOETH EESZICRASH, BREBRVLO
BAP R, MO EDBEEBEKE,MO. Hig,
Fayw ¥ Y H = Cambaroides similis RO H = v
OHEBEHFESEL, BilFR 1 EHoxdicLILE
ZRICAINT . i, MEOHBHEERLSIC
B U, COBEMRGICRETEE TS O BED
BRI Favev4 2 F0ESEL RSO,
BEYOBRFREU A X IFOEDPELEULHATHIY Y
D% LRI

% 5

H 7Y BRI km RS TROTEIEE R
B, LELWE —%icl0km #8425 (Erlinge,
1967 a: Melquist and Hornocker, 1983). #t><,
LSRIOHREEZEZASDY S L, BEFEROERBRIZSE
GRS 8 E—H oA BT, ABEOSHRICEE
haEEbhna. ULhrl, BRKBI2EREERED
B, BCELBDBHEVSFDAERLE. —
BefidEX D b Bics (BE, 197), #HEHF
EBWTHBEOPHOBI LI VROV LTS
Twie. A& (Erlinge, 1967 a) ©ERIC/KEA TS
THBTAYH vy Mustela vison (Rune, 1970)
BITEENTHEPLELEO S WS 2 cEEICRE
T5LahTED, AFMKBI2EEREORED bE
HOBHICI>TELLEBbR 3.
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REHC B I 2 HABTYOBRIZ, =rvavyY
oxh (BRRHKEEAS, 1974) LEHL, FHE
OHBERIFEHERLIKBEBR LD SFEANICBOTE . —
BicH oo VERY Y B ERBRATOREE B
A4 255 (Sheldon and Toll, 1964; Erlinge,
1967b, 1969; Harris, 1968) ¢ QHFEHI BT B XK
BRAKAZREFMHLUSWETHRENTHY, /N
kT 28RN W TRICEETH O k.

=kvAv VTR, 2ORVERE LTHEDOHSR
& B BNEOHM, HRIHELERBOOYEBRER
S ERBORY, BEOARMEH, RBIX3H
FEH B NI AR L SRR HBR BB NT
W5 (K, 1975; 485, 1977). BETLEMR
AL TVBEITHY, TR L&D kB
PEBCHE LT LD S, ThICX5BRO TR
bEZoh3, LdL, BEGERBIBDTEECA
VIATNE DL, BEBODOERRDILL, »o
BOBERI—HBOBNICHES. i, Ao biEic
RERRENRIZBHEATOVS. 20k, £
BENARREEBLLTOVRENWZOHIKENT, AHE
REOHFLEBIICTRIE, AMEoXEIFEE
THHD.

BEBRICE TS 7y Lutra lutra O RIRE
ZHIA 0, BEEFANBOICEOHHRELZTEL,
BIEAREMMT LTEEET .

I, ABRFEZHOERRCEN EHRBIEL 2%
L, HRERTHEESOBRCLRL k.

2. ABcEUCBRELBAICEL D, B
BRORLD bFEEFBs L.

3. BRECBYIABOIERHIAKTHY, A
JNTR/WNR, ¥YV =Rz NVTHD.

4, BEECALMALBRRU#ERIHOBINT
WD RS, ABOERICELBELEbNS.
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Summary

The distribution of the common otter, Lutra lutra, in Southern Korea was
investigated by collections of the scats found along the coast and a few large
river systems, and subsequently the food habits were examined by their analyses.

1. The animal still occurred widely along the coast and the upper streams,
and the signs of its occurrence were seen even along the coast in suburban areas.

2. The rocky coast facing the open sea, where foods and shelters were abun-
dant, was utilized more frequently by the animal than the beach in shallow in-
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lets.

3. The animal preyed chiefly on fishes along the coast, and on small fishes,
crayfishes and frogs along the river.

4. The complicated topography of shorelines and the absence of bank revet-
ment in the upper streams seem to be advantageous for the animal to survive,



