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On the Diplomatic Documents of Vietnamese Later Le Dynasty in Honmyoji, Japan

Kim Hyun-Young (National Institute of Korean History)

Treasure House of Honmyoji temple in Kumamoto, Japan have two documents of Vietnamese Later Le Dynasty,
which were sent by Vietnamese local lord Seo of Le dynasty to local lord Kato Kiyomasa. Honmyoji was the temple for
the Kato family.

So the Honmyoji temple has many remains and documents which were related to Kato and the temple. In them, there
were also many Korea-related remains, because Kato was the van of Toyotomi’s invasion on Joseon Korea.

The two documents were the letters which were sent by local lord Seo of Vietnamese Le dynasty to Kato, local lord
of Higo, Japan. One was sent in May, 1609 and the other was sent in May, 1610. In the first letter, local lord Seo want
to trade the commodities by sending some presents through the ship owner.

In the second letter, he also want to trade the commodities. But in this letter, there were some more informations
on the trade between Japan and south-east Asia. The ship owner Hayashi has sailed to Yoja, Tailand, but failed to em-
bark, because Tailand was confused for a time.

I can not confirm whether these letters are genuine or not. It was the Le dynasty at this time, but the Vietnam’s po-
litical situation was also very confused. In 1572, Mac userped from the Le, and the powers Nguen and Trin control the
each part of Vietnam. It is necessary to examine the stamp and style of handwriting for confirming the letter’s authen-
ticity. Basically I think that the letters were made fictitiously for the merit of trade between Japan, Okinawa, the east
seashore of China and south-east Asian regions like as Vietnam, Phillipine, and Thailand etc.

In spite of only two plain materials, we can make a narrow view on the trading of commodities arrounding the East

Asia Sea in 17th century.
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