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The Revision of National Assembly Act and the National Assembly of the
Republic of Korea: — Amendment Summary and the Impact on Legislative Process—

Abstract

This article aims to explain amendment summary of the revised National Assembly Act and to explore why the Act
made the ruling party that holds a majority not be able to push the bill without agreeing with opposition parties.

As a result, this article proves two core reasons. First, the Act has made Speaker not be able to use the
discharging power (the special power of Speaker to bring the bill to the floor that has not been reported from the
committee). Second, the custom that opposition party’s member assumes the chairman of the Legislation & Judiciary
Committee (all bills were referred to this committee) has been retained.

In addition, this article points out that the Act has two conflicting factors. First, the Act does not hold much
leverage given the Korean political reality. The Act was revised based on the filibuster in the United States Senate. But
unlike U.S. parties, Korean parties compel their members to obey the party decision when voting the bill. In addition, it
1s not easy to neglect the intentions of the President, who is from the ruling party. Second, the Act nonetheless
promotes decentralizing the authority of the President by improving the independence of legislative process. It is in
accordance to the trend after Korea’s democratization in 1987. In conclusion, the article points out that how to

reconcile these conflicting factors will be among the key points when reading future trends of Korean politics.
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