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Nest construction by founding females of Polistes
chinensis gntennalis Pérez
(Studies on the social Hymenoptera of Japan. II)

Rokuya Morimoto
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Répumé

In the present paper are given my own observations on the nest construct-
ion of some founding females of Polistes chinensis aniennmalis Pérez which
were watched from the start.

Of the 332 nests observed, not a single example of pleometrosis has been
found in this species. .

The petiole of the nest of this species is constructed almost perpendicular
to the nesting surface. In such nests as attaching to a vertical sarface the
crosg-section of the petiole is not rounded but highly compressed laterally.
This structure secems to be reasonable from a mechanical standpoint. The
number of petioles of a single nest is usually one, but sometimes two ot three
in larger nests hanging under the nesting surface.

The females tend to adhere their eggs to the corners of the cells, especially
to the corner directed to the center of the nest.

In the nests hanging under the nesting surface the overall trend of in-
crease in the totul number of cells in the earlier period is, as a rule, observed
to be constructed so as to make the outline of the nest as smooth as possible.
In the nests attaching te a vertical surface, this trend is generally linear.
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I (30.v.). .
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