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The History of Interdisciplinary Research between Socio-Economic History and

Historical Geography: Trends and Issues

WASHIZAKI Shuntaro

The purpose of this report is to study the significance of interdisciplinary approach between socio-
economic history and historical geography in the case of Mataji Umemura’s relationship with Chiharu
Kurosaki (1923-2007). Umemura (1921-2006), a professor emeritus at Hitotsubashi University, spe-
cialized in labor economics and compiled “Long-term Economic Statistics” (LTES) with Kazushi Okawa
and Miyohei Shinohara for a long time. He was also interested in economic history during Tokugawa
period (1603-1867), because he convinced that Japan’s industrialization had steadily started before
Matsukata Deflation (1881-1885). Therefore he formed the Quantitative Economic History Associa-
tion (QEH) in 1971 with Akira Hayami, Shunsaku Nishikawa etc. and contributed to analyze Japanese
history by the use of the empirical framework and method. On the other hand, Kurosaki, a former
professor emeritus at Tsukuba University, specialized in historical geography and contributed to find
various data of Meiji period and brought ground a quantitative approach in modern historical geogra-
phy. Umemura frequently read Kurosaki’s article and invited him to attend QEH 1st conference on
August, 1972. The result of this conference was published in the QEH annals vol.1. Furthermore
Kurosaki submitted a review of LTES vol.13, which Umemura had supervised for years.
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