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Let Me
Introduce Myself

Paul Westrick

My name is Paul Westrick, and I am from Toledo,
Ohio in the United States. Please let me tell you about my

education, work experience, and interests.

My educational background is in two fields, History
and Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages
(TESOL). As an undergraduate, I attended the University of
Toledo, a public university in my hometown. I earned my
bachelor's degree in History in1989, and I returned to the
University of Toledo in1992 as a graduate assistant in the
Department of History. My area of specialization was
United States history, with special emphasis on the history
of the Trans-Mississippi West and Native Americans. My
research work was on the Wyandot Indians in Ohio, their
attempts to assimilate into white society, and their later de-
cision to cede their lands in Ohio in exchange for land west
of the Mississippi River. After receiving my M.A. in United
States History, I earned my second M.Ed. in TESOL from
Temple University Japan.

I began teaching English in1995. I started by teaching
at an English conversation school, and later accepted a full-
time position in the Faculty of International Studies at Hagi
International University in1999. In 2000, 1 began teaching
part-time at Kyushu University, and I accepted a full-time
position here in February2003.

As a language teacher, reading and vocabulary acquisi-
tion are subjects that interest me because their close rela-
tionship. Students have often asked me how they can im-
prove their vocabularies, and 1 tell them they should do ex-
tensive reading. Word cards are wonderful tools for getting
a basic understanding of new words, and | strongly encour-
age students to use cards, but I believe encountering those
words repeatedly through extensive reading solidifies a

learner's understanding of those words, particularly the

slight differences words have in different contexts. It also
helps learners gain an intuitive knowledge of collocations

and grammar.

I consider extensive reading an excellent form of self-
study for Japanese students. Students have only so much
time in the classroom, and they need to work on their own
if they want to improve. | think extensive reading is the best
way for learners in Japan to get the amount of contact with
English they need to improve, and students generally find
reading English books written at levels at which they under-
stand almost everything they read a pleasurable experience.

In regard to my research interests, in addition to read-
ing and vocabulary, I am interested in norm-referenced and
criterion-referenced testing. I am currently involved in two
projects. The first is a set of vocabulary tests that I have
been developing and revising for the past four years. The
other project is the evaluation of a commercially produced
English proficiency test. In the future I intend to study the

application of Rasch analysis to language testing.
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