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APPOINTMENT
IN ENGLISH
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Phillip BACKLEY

My appointment as an English lecturer in the Research
Center for Higher Education was, for me, something of a
step into the unknown. The warm and generous welcome 1
received from my new colleagues in the Department of
English, however, soon dispelled the apprehension I had
felt before my recent arrival from England.

My role is to teach General English language, which is
clearly a difficult subject for many undcrgradua.tcs. Further-
more, some students feel uneasy about the relevance of for-
eign language study to their chosen area of specialization.
Yet despite these obstacles, students are aware of the poten-
tial benefits of improving their English communication
skills, and can offer their own personal reasons for doing so.

Although originally from the north of England, my
academic life began at University of London, where I
graduated with a BA degree in linguistics in 1993, then
later, with a doctoral degree in 1998. While my Ph.D.
specialization was phonological theory (i.e. a study of the
way our knowledge of language sounds is organized), |
now look forward to a period of more practical research
work involving textbook development for the teaching of
phonetics in Japan.

My linguistics teaching career began at University of
London, then later continued at University of Luton (also
southern England). More recently | have been teaching
English language/linguistics at University of Lille (northern
France), which has given me valuable insights into the
needs of English learners, and also provided a useful base
on which to develop my teaching skills here in Japan. My
next task is to contribute any native speaker insights I can to
student learning at Kyudai, in return for the help and con-

sideration | have received from University staff.
(KFHHEE > 5 —)
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