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An Introduction

Bradley Sinclair

I have recently arrived in Japan from Canada,
to take up the position of Assistant Professor
(Joshu) in the Biosystematics Laboratory. 1
arrived here from the subarctic region of northern
Quebec, where I was living for the past year with
my family in the Inuit village, Tasiujaq. Before
this, I completed a two-year postdoctoral fellow-
ship at the Australian Museum, in Sydney Aus-
tralia. I returned to Canada to accept a short-term
contract as curator of the University of Guelph
Insect Collection.

I received both my undergraduate degree and
Master’s degree at the University of Guelph, and a
PhD at Carleton University in Ottawa. My field of
research is the Biosystematics of flies (Diptera),
particularly the dance-flies (Empidoidea) and
seepage-flies (Thaumaleidae). My program is
committed to collection-based research and
includes taxonomic revisions, involving detailed
descriptions of morphology, evolutionary history
and biogeographic patterns. Dance-flies are as-
sociated with cool, running water habitats, primar-
ily confined to mountainous or hilly regions.

During my time in Japan, I hope to learn much
about the dance-flies of east Asia, particularly
Japan. Field collections are planned to supple-
ment the impressive collections here at Ropponmat-
su campus. Studies will compare the relationships
of dance-flies between east Asia and North Amer-
ica. I hope to inspire the hard working graduate
students to seek answers to questions such as, what
are the origins of the Japanese fauna, and where
are their closest relatives.

I have enjoyed my stay so far in Fukuoka. My
young daughter has been quite taken with every-
one, especially the children in our apartment block.
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