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Abstract

Present Condition of Korean Modern Architectural
Drawing Archives and Significance of the Collection by
National Archives of Korea

BongHee Jeon (Seoul National University)

Architectural archives are targeted for all kinds of materials produced regarding the birth of
architectures, but among those, architectural drawings are particularly crucial as the means of
fundamental communication within the architectural field. Architectural drawings can be categorized
into two branches of traditional drawings and modern drawings, according to whether modern
methods of projection are applied or not. In Korea, modern architectural drawings were introduced
when foreigners came to Korea after the opening port in 1876. By the early 1900s, those drawn by
Korean technicians could be found as well.

Currently, there are more than 27,000 modern architectural drawings produced earlier than
1945 in Korea. Most of them were produced by the Japanese Government General of Korea during
Japanese colonial era from 1910 to 1945, and they belong to the collection of National Archives
of Korea. Palace-related architectural drawings managed by Office of the Yi Dynasty during the
same time period are housed at Jangseogak Archives and Cultural Heritage Administration. Those
produced earlier than 1910 are managed by Kyujanggak Institute for Korean Studies in Seoul National
University.

This article reviews the overall condition of Korean modern architectural drawing archives and
examines the corresponding collection by National Archives of Korea comprised of more than 22,000
pages that take up the majority of the whole collection. This collection is meaningful not only because
it accounts for the majority, but also because it allows us to trace the modern architecture’s development
process from modern timber structure to brick structure, and from brick to reinforced concrete.
Furthermore, it helps the thorough understanding on the history of Korean modern urban architecture
through tracking the earlier development conditions of national infrastructures located in the center of
Korean major cities. In addition, modern approaches to historical relics can be seen, and it is possible to

trace the changes in drawing methods and the development of construction techniques systematically.
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