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Don Baker

Korean Studies at UBC

Professor; Director of Centre for Korean Research, University of British Columbia

The University of British Columbia does not have the oldest
Korean Studies program in Canada (that honor goes to the
University of Toronto) but at the present time it has the largest.
We can date the beginning of Korean Studies at UBC to the
hiring of Don Baker in 1987 as the Korea-Canada Business
Council chair of Korean Civilization to begin the teaching of
Korean language and history in the Department of Asian
Studies. Enrollment in Korean Studies classes grew quickly
and by 1993 the Department of Asian Studies had added
another professor of Korean language, the linguist Ross King,
as well as an instructor, Insun Lee. At the same time, the UBC
Institute of Asian Research created a Centre for Korean
Research to promote research on Korea across the entire
campus. That centre now has two full-time research
professors, Kyung-Ae Park (a political scientist) and Hyung
Gu Lynn (a historian of modern Korea).

Further strengthening the Korean Studies program at UBC,
the Department of Asian Studies recently hired Bruce Fulton
to teach Korean literature and literary translation (thanks to a
generous donation from the International Communication
Foundation). Moreover, Namlin Hur, though originally a
specialist in Japanese religion, has begun teaching courses in
the Department of Asian Studies on the history of relations
between Japan and Korea. In addition, the Faculty of Law
has hired Tae-Ung Baek to teach Korean law, the School of
Music has hired Nathan Hesselink to teach Korean folk music,
and the Department of Sociology has hired Jennifer Chun to
teach about Korean society. On top of that, there are two
professors at UBC who teach courses on Korea and engage
in research on Korea, though Korea is not their primary
specialty. Steven Lee, an expert on Canadian diplomatic
history, teaches the history of 20th century Korea, and Millie
Creighton, an anthropologist of Japan, teaches a course on
Korean culture.

In addition to those 12 faculty members who teach classes
focusing on Korea, there are also other professors at UBC
who, though they don’t teach classes on Korea per se, have
published research dealing with Korea. For example, the Liu

Institute for Global Issues has four political scientists who do
research on Korea. They are Paul Evans, Brian Job, Wade
Huntley and Andrew Mack. Also Yunshik Chang, who retired
from teaching in the UBC Sociology Department a few years
ago, continues to publish research on contemporary Korean
society.

In terms of faculty members, the UBC Korean Studies
program is now the third largest in North America, behind
only the University of Hawaii and UCLA. As a result, UBC
has a growing number of graduate students focusing on Korea,
ranging from students in political science and geography to
students specializing in Korean history, religion, philosophy,
and language. UBC is committed to further developing
Korean Studies and Korean Research on our campus,
particularly through the training of graduate students. It is
our belief that one way to enhance both the training of graduate
students and the quality of faculty research at UBC in Korean
Studies is to cooperate with other Korean Studies centers
around the world through the Global Network of Korean

Studies Centers.
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