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Abstract

In Japanese, some intransitive verbs have morphologically corresponding
transitive verbs (e.g., fueru “increase,” fuyasu “increase”). Generally, the
subject of a sentence with intransitive verb is marked by the nominative -ga
(e.g., Uriage-ga fueru. “The sales increase.”), while the object of a sentence with
transitive verb is marked by the accusative -0 (e.g., Uriage-o fuyasu. “Someone
increases the sales.”). The acceptability is very low for their inverse
combinations (e.g., ‘Uriage-o fueru. 'Uriage-ga fuyasu.).

We examined the acceptability judgment of two different groups of
participants on 800 sentences. They were required to rate the naturalness of
each sentence on a 5-point scale. The results revealed that the acceptability
judgment of both groups of participants was stable with respect to the more
acceptable sentences. On the other hand, the judgment was more diverse with

respect to the less acceptable sentences.

Key words: intransitive verb, transitive verb, case-marking,

acceptability judgment, sentence-naturalness rating.

[0) Native Japanese speakers’ acceptability judgment on combinations of verbs and case
markers: A comparison between two different groups of participants
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