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Factors affecting the choices of Japanese demonstrative
pronouns ko, so, a”

in conversations by Chinese learners of Japanese
ZHAO TIAN NING

The following misuse is often seen when Chinese learners of Japanese choose the Japanese demonstratives
BRI G
A:BEEL, Vo L ZIFHRNT-72TL LY. TNUE6 ATLA LA,
(“& N is the correct choice here.)
B:wwnz, 8 TT k.

There are two main reasons for the misuses like the above. One is caused by differences
between Japanese and Chinese demonstratives and the other one is caused by lack of teaching on non-
deictic demonstratives in Japanese. This paper examines whether the learners’ mother tongue interferes
with their Japanese when they learn Japanese non-deictic demonstratives, how Chinese learners of
Japanese learn Japanese non-deictic demonstratives and how they choose and use Japanese non-deictic
demonstratives. Then, in order to find out the use tendency of the Japanese native speakers and the
usages which the learners tend to misuse easily, this paper also examines the basic usage of “Z , % and
& " in conversations for Japanese native speakers and Chinese students in Japan. Through this survey,
the usage tendency of Japanese native speakers and some problems regarding choosing them by Chinese

learners were found.



