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A Report of a Thai Librarian to the Medical
Library Staff of Kyushu University Medical Library.

Y% Suchada Chotikanont

I was nominated and accepted as a fellow of SEAMIC Travel Research Fellowship
TRF,/FY 1992 before the end of Februany, 1993. After two visits for Brunei
and Singapore medical libraries at the beginning of March, 1993, I was scheduled
to visit Kyushu University Medical Library for 5 days before leavirig for Tokyo
where SEAMIC Headquater sited. Before leaving for SEAMIC,/IMFJ trips, I
had discussed with my reference librarian who is in charge of ILL service in
my library about the courtesy of SEAMIC,IMFJ photocopies Service which
1s done by Kyushu University to our faculty and university staff. I also informed
to the Dean about the trip to Kyushu and the schedule of SEAMICIMFJ and
thus, he is delighted that I will have chance to meet our helpful fellow medical
librarians in Kyushu and the SEAMIC staff. The Dean asked me to prepare
some small souvenirs presented to the above mentioned persons on behalf of
_the Faculty that I was much willing to do so.

On the 19th of March, 1993 I have boarded by TG Flight No.648 directly from
Bangkok to Fukucka Airport. I arrived at 2.30 p.m. and there was little problem
with Japanese customs that I forgot the name of reception or chief librarian
of the Kyushu University Medical Library and the name of SEAMIC co-ordinator
of Fukuoka Branch. They might call at the Library, I couldn’t know. Anyhow,
they let me passed, but I still was taken a bag of mangosteen that I intended
bringing it to Japanese fellow who’s in charge of my reception at the airport
as I know that Japanese is favor of our fruits very much and it is so expensive

in Japan. So, I'm much sorry that I couldn’t bring them our tasty fruits.

¥ Head Librarian the Faculty of Medicine, Library Chiang Mai, Tailand.
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Then I went out and have met Asakura san at the exit. Both of them helped

me to check in at the Hotel Station Plaza which is just in front of the Hakata
Station of Fukuoka City. Asakura san ’has gone back to work. But Sokawa

san has guided me to the Hakata Station to see the underground shopping

area and restaurants. I wished to say much thanks to Sokawa san again for

his kind and helpful arrangement as this area is so convenient for foreign

visitors. Next two days are holidays, so I intended to prepare writing my

report on Brunei and Singapore Medical Libraries on Saturday. I was much

sick of cold during my staying in Brunei and Singapore that Miss Wee Joo

Gim had taken me to see a doctor at her University Hospital that I will never
forget her kind help to me too.

On Sunday 21st of March, 1993, Sokawa san was so generous that he took

me to Ninja Village with his lovely family. His wife is beautiful and his two

boys are cute and clever. The whole day was much pleasant especially for the
two boys of Sokawa san. The Sokawa Family will be always in my memory

and I still hope to see thbse two boys when they are growing up. Both of

them are healthy and good boys, they make me think of my daughter and son
at home. On Monday, 22nd of March 1993, I was taken to Kyushu University
Medical Library by Hoda san and was received by the Chief Librarian Hajime
Asakura san, Hideto Hoda san (Acquisition Librarian), Shigeyuki Itoh san and
Sumiko Yasukawa san(Catalogers) and Kazuhiro Anami san (Referense

Librarian). We all discussed shout the organization, the structure, the technical
processing work and the library’s activities including it’s service to users:
insiders and outsiders of the university. I have visited each section and have

tried on retrieving system databases of the Library, too. Especially, I was very
much interested in automated system of Kyushu University Medical library for
circulation, catéloging ete, including the CD-ROM databases searching services
and the on-line access of JICST. ‘

The Library is so clean well organized and fully equipped with personal
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computers and mini mainframe computerized sysfem which integrates the whole
library affairs altogether. Many titles of CD-ROM databases and convenient
on-line access to JICST are available. The Library is also member of NACSIS-
CAT for national bibliographical network which help speedy up in cataloging
process and Inter Library Loan service among Japanese medical libraries and
others allied subjécts. It seems that the Library staff is small of about 20
personnels, but as everything is computerized, even small staff can easily
manage t‘he whole job. For me, Asakura san is very fluent in retrieval
searching systems and he still works as a reference librarian. After working
hkour, Asakura san and his colleagues have arranged a welcoming party in
the meeting room of the third floor of the Library for me. I have met the
Director of Kyushu University Medical Library and the Library Committee.
The atmosphere of the welcoming party with Kyushu University fellows was
very pleasant and warm. I was questioned about my way of life in Thailand
and my family. We were enjoyable with Japanese snacks, some fruits and
soft drinks. It seemed to be a very unforgettable day of my first visit to
Kyushu University Medical Library.

The following day, Asakura san has arranged a sightseeing tour to Shika
Island, north west of Fukuoka City. We went by Aéakura san Bighorn car
with Shigeyuki Itoh san and Sumiko Yasukawa sém. The road along the shore
was convenient and safe. I saw Japanese houses, new and old houses. They
stopped at a park and élimbed up to take pictures. At noon, we have lunch
in a hotel restaurant. I have pointed Japanese palm trees in front of Shika
Museum and told Asakura san that kind of Japanese palm tree is so
expensive for garden’s decoration. So Asakura san had picked up it’s seeds
and gave me 3 of them. I'll bring them back to Chiang Mai, Thailand, and
will wait to see the Japanese palm tree, souvenir of Kyushu being grown up
(or not).

In the afternoon, Asakura san took me to visit JICST Kyushu Branch office
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which is in front of my hotel. We have met Sato san associate head officer
of the JICST office Kyushu Branch. He is very kind in explaining all JICST
organization and JICST affairs to me. One of his staff had showed and
demonstrated the retrieval on-line system of JICST. The following day, the
24th of March, 1993, Asakura san and Sokawa san took me to the airport
about 10.00 a.m. and I arrived for Haneda airport about 2.00 p.m. where

Koji Takada waiting to receive me.
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