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This study examines regional information technology from the perspective of mutual
assistance and discusses its formation and development in creating mutual assistance among
local residents in contemporary Japan, for the revival of the community. For this reason, this
study focuses on relationship between town development process by cultural resources and
mutual assistance and inductively considers the role of regional information technology by
comparing and analyzing the methods of each region.

The paper comprises of the introduction, a body of six chapters, and the conclusion.

The introduction discusses the current situation of regional information technology needs
reconsideration in the region exhaustion. And the background, purpose, composition of this
paper are specified.

Chapter 1 outlines the development of regional information technology and reveals its
relationship with town development.

Chapter 2 reveals the development process through participant observation for town
development by cultural resources in Kikuchi city, Kumamoto Prefecture, Japan. In addition
the investigation discovers the process by which mutual assistance among local residents is
created and analyzes the role of regional information technology therein.

Chapter 3 evaluates and analyzes "Kikuchi Machizukuri Dojo" in town development by
cultural resources in Kikuchi city and reveals the structure to create mutual assistance. From
the analysis, the method is defined as a "Dialogue-Platform" and its features and issues are
revealed.

Chapter 4 examines the archive of cultural resources information, to position the results of
chapters 2 and 3 to the current situation of regional information technology. To enabale this,
regional digital archives were classified and analyzed to reveal their features and issues.

Chapter 5 investigates the reuse of cultural resources information, to position the results of
chapters 2 and 3 to the current situation of regional information technology. The investigation
reveals that communication with residents is necessary for reuse from “Open-data” and
“Open-resources”.

Based on the findings obtained in previous chapters, Chapter 6 reconsiders the ideal method of
regional information, after discussing regional information technology was biased toward
“Communication-media” and the important to evaluate cultural resources information by
communicating with residents. As a result, the consideration revealed the necessity for
“Revaluation of space-media.” “Communication facilitating archiving and reuse.” and “Policy
position on the wisdom and experience of the residents”. Based on these considerations, the
author suggests a method of regional information technology that creates mutual assistance

among local residents.



The final chapter summarizes the other chapters and highlights the realization of pluralistic

regional information technology. Finally, a future outlook is showed.



