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was a precursor to the Japanese Army’s practice of drafting the “comfort
women” (ian—fu) , from the occupied territories and exploiting them as prosti-

tutes for the Japanese soldiers during the Japanese War of Aggression.
(V)

There is no agreement on the definition of the term, “region.” This paper
treated the island of Kyushu as a "region” and described its history. I pointed
out that Kyushu has shown typical miniature versions of the specific stages of
Janapese history, and that Kyushu has played a pivotal role--like an axis of a
revolving compasses--in the context of East Asia’s historical and cultural de-

velopment.
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tries that are less dependent upon the central government.
(Im)

The political and cultural exchange between northern Kyushu and Main-
land China and the Korean Peninsula dates back to the pre-state period. The
similarity of Okinawan dialect with the ancient Japanese language, for example,
attests to the early contact between southern Kyushu and the Southwestern Is-
lands including the Ryukyus. In the Medieval Period, Kyushu continued to
function as a gateway to the outside world. The Japanese diplomatic missions
to the Sui and Tang Courts departed from the ports in northern Kyushu. Haka-
ta and Imazuko flourished as the ports of call for ships engaged in Japan-China
trade during the Sung dynasty period. These two ports also bore the brunt of
two Mongolian invasions in 1274 and 1281. The inhabitants of northwestern
coast of Kyushu engaged not only in unofficial trade with Chinese merchants
but also in pirating activities (wakoe) along the south China during the Ming
dynasty period. Furthermore, Kyushu's daimyo constituted the major segment
of Toyotomi Hideyoshi's expeditionary force to Korea. Later during the Toku-
gawa period, Tsushima, Nagasaki and Satsuma (Ryukyu) along with Matsumae
in Ezo (Hokkaido) were the only gateways open to the outside world under the
policy of national seclusion.

In the period of modern nation-state formation, many politicians of the
Kyushu origins advocated the Conquest of Korea Policy. In the late 19th cen-
tury, many merchants and manufacturers in Fukuoka supported the War with
China after the Kapsin political coup in Korea. These incidents testify the
character of Kyushu as a base for external trade and military expeditions. As
Japanese capitalism developed and the foreign colonies expanded, young
lower-class women from the central and western parts of Kyushu were sent

overseas to work as prostitutes (karayuki san, literally “China-goers”) . This

— 4 —



wa shogunate could not completely control Kyushu until the reign of Iemitsu, a
grandson of leyasu. By the time of Iemitsu’s rule, Kyushu was divided into ela-
borately intertwined fiefs--tenryo, i.e., the land directly held by the shogun, fudai
domains, i.e., fiefs ruled by the hereditary vassals of the Tokugawa clan, and
tozama (outside lords) domains, ie., fiefs ruled by those daimpo who were re-
tained by the shogun after the Battle of Sekigahara. The miniature version of
the bakuhan system was thus placed in Kyushu. Hidemura Senzo conceptualized
the characteristics of the domains of Kyushu during the Tokugawa period in his
theory of the “southwestern frontier domains” which share a number of similar-
ities with the “northeastern frontier domains.” However, Kyushu differs from
its northeastern counterpart in the following: rural commercialization was
underde\ieloped, peasant rebellions were scarce, and many domains engaged in
trade with other domains in Kyushu as well as with foreign countries, which la-
ter helped Kyushu’s daimyo in introducing new weaponery and modern military
system.

The formation of the modern Japanese state was brought about by the coali-
tion of those “southwestern frontier” type tozama daimyo (Satsuma, Choshu, Tosa
and Hizen) that toppled the Tokugawa shogunate. However, the power struggle
within the Meiji government caused a rift between different factions. Those
who advocated The Conquest of Korea Policy were driven out of the central
government in 1873. Some of them joined the Popular Rights Movement (which
in Kyushu was actually the Former Warrior Class Movement). Others partici-
pated in the armed uprisings by the former warrior class in Saga and Satsuma.
I will not discuss the nature of the later capitalist development in Kyushu under
the state initiative. I would like to point out, however, that the post World
War II energy revolution (from coal to oil) brought about major changes in in-
dustry, urban structure, and culture. These changes have led some people to

promote policies for developing Kyushu’'s own regional organizations and indus-
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authority--total subordination at some occasions and strong opposition at other
times.

In the process of early state formation, the Yamato Court faced great diffi-
culties in subjugating various clans in Kyushu. After the establishment of the
state, the central government built a main highway, Sanyodo, and kept close con-
tact between the national capital in Yamato and Dazaifu, the government head-
quarters in Kyushu. This was due to the strategic importance of Kyushu in
terms of Japan's diplomatic and military relationship with the Chinese Continent
and the Korean Peninsula and because of the state’s concern over rebellions of
the local clans. In the Medieval Period, Ashikaga Takauji, the leader of the
warrior class, rebelled against the Emperor Go-Daigo who restored the imperial
rule after having defeated the Kamakura shogunate. Takauji, forced out of
Kyoto, fled to Kyushu, regrouped his forces and acored a great victory in north-
ern Kyushu against the supporters of the Emperor, and later returned to the
capital and established a new shogunate. Emperor Go-Daigo’s son, Prince
Kaneyoshi, in turn, retreated to Kyushu. With the title of Seiseishogun (West
Pacifying General), the prince aided by his followers ruled parts of Kyushu and
controlled the trade and other dealings with China and Korea. As these exam-
ples show, Kyushu offered political and military losers a sanctuary for regroup-
ing themselves for a potential comeback.

In the formative stage of the pre-modern Japanese state, Toyotomi
Hideyoshi subjugated all warlords, daimyo in Kyushu and carried out a new land
survey (kenchi) and confiscated weapons from the peasants (katanagari) .
Hideyoshi, however, faced a strong opposition of Kyushu's kokujin stratum (local
landowners and warriors). When Hideyoshi invaded Korea, vassals of such
daimyo as Shimazu and Kato rebelled in Japan and in occupied Korea. At the
Battle of Sekigahara in the early 17th century, most daimyo in Kyushu joined the

Toyotomi side and were defeated by Tokugawa leyasu. However, the Tokuga-

—_2 -



A RE-INTERPRETATION OF
REGIONAL CULTURE AND
HISTORY : THE CASE OF KYUSHU

Yasunari MARUYAMA

(1)

The island of Kyushu, located in the southwestern part of the Japanese
Archipelago, faces the Korean Peninsula across lki and Tsushima islands in the
northwest. To the south of Kyushu lie the islands of Tanegashima, Yakushima
and the Ryukyu Islands. To the southwest across East China Sea is the
Chinese Continent. Kyushu shows a certain degrée of regional unity. Exter-
nally, its geographical location provided the island with paths across the ocean
to the outside world. Internally, the island was always divided politically as
well as socially. Kyushu thus has shown a peculiar historical development in

Japan.

(I)

Many cultures converged on the islanld of Kyushu. Cultures of local in-
digenous peoples, continental cultures imported from China and the Korean
Peninsula, and southern cultures brought across the Pacific Ocean were merged
more or less into a single culture, and part of that culture was brought east-
ward to the center of Honshu Island as well. Intermarriage between different
racial and ethnic populations, natural environments and social conditions in one

way or another conditioned local people’s attitude toward the central
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[IE



