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Tasiujaq to Fukuoka: From tundra to palm trees

I would like to thank
all the people involved
in recruiting me for this
| position and for help-
' ing me in my adjust-
" ment to a new culture.
| have been so warmly
| welcomed by everyone
I have met. This is my

first time in Japan. I arrived here from the subar-
ctic region of northern Quebec (Canada), where [
was living for the past year with my family in the
Inuit village, Tasiujaq. This is a fly-in commun-
ity of about 180 people and my wife was teach-
ing Inuit children in the local school, while I
remained at home as full-time caregiver to our
year-old daughter. I was able to set up a labora-
tory at home, and although facilities were not
what would be found at a university I was able to
continue taxonomic projects.

My primary research interest is the study of
biological diversity, including the description,
origin, and maintenance of species richness. Fun-
damental to this is the investigation of
phylogenetic relationships and their use in inter-
preting ecological patterns, using any appropri-
ate methods. My specific research interest is
systematics of flies (Diptera), particularly the
dance-flies (Empidoidea) and seepage-flies
(Thaumaleidae). My research focuses on the
fauna of aquatic habitats, including seepages,
rocky streams, creeks, and rivers, primarily con-
fined to mountainous or hilly regions. Future
research will continue to focus on aquatic hab-
itats and include revisionary studies on a number
of genera of the subfamily Clinocerinae.

I was raised in the southern portion of the
province of Ontario in Canada, near the large

Bradley Sinclair
(MER B RIRBREE)

city of Toronto. I completed my PhD at Carleton
University in the capital city of Ottawa, but spent
most of my time in the laboratories of the nearby
Canadian National Collection of Insects. My the-
sis examined all world genera of the aquatic
dancefly subfamily Clinocerinae, and also
focused on the North American species of two
genera.

Following my degree I took up a postdoctoral
fellowship at the Australian Museum in Sydney,
Australia. I chose Australia to undertake a
phylogenetic and zoogeographic analysis of the
“Trans-Antarctic” or Gondwanan dancefly sub-
family Ceratomerinae. This group appears ideal
to test patterns of continental drift and evolution-
ary studies of the relationships between the fauna
of Australia, New Zealand, and southern South
America using cladistic methodologies. During
my nearly two years in Australia, I collected
thousands of specimens of flies (both adults and
larvae) from the streams, creeks, and waterfalls
of eastern Australia from Tasmania to Cairns. In
addition, I travelled to New Zealand and New
Caledonia for brief collecting trips in search of
additional species of Gondwanan flies.

My research interests and experiences have
taken me to many regions of the world to study
at museums, attend conferences and undertake
field work. Some of my most memorable experi-
ences include a 3-month research trip to the
Galapagos islands, my first international Dipter-
ology congress in Bratislava, Czechslovakia,
collecting trips to the rainforests of Costa Rica,
mountain streams of New Zealand and Australia,
and a short but productive visit to the California
Academy of Sciences in San Francisco, USA.

I eagerly look forward to many new experi-
ences in Japan for my family and me.
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