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Congener Specific Determination of PCBs in Human Blood using Gel
Permeation Chromatography (GPC) and High Resolution Gas
Chromatography / High Resolution Mass Spectrometry (HRGC / HRMS)

Tsuguhide Hor1?, Kazuhiro Tousur?, Yuki Asuizuka?, Reiko NAkacawA?,
Takashi Topaka?, Hironori Hirakawa? and Takao Ipa?

Y Fukuoka Institute of Health and Environmental Sciences, Fukuoka 818-0135, Japan
2 Japan Food Hygiene Association, Tokyo 050-0001, Japan

Abstract We studied the progressive analytical method for polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs)
in blood samples collected from Yusho patients. This study established a systematic procedure
for determining both “total concentration of PCBs and their profiles” and “concentrations of
mono-ortho PCBs as dioxin-like compounds”, providing a significant index for diagnosis. The
method we developed consists of a rapid clean-up using gel permeation chromatography (GPC)
and sensitive identification with high resolution gas chromatography / high resolution mass
spectrometry (HRGC / HRMS). This method provides identification of all of PCB congeners
typically detected in human blood samples, especially it is worth noting that nine significant
congeners on Yusho diagnosis IUPAC # 105, # 114, #118, #123, #153, # 156, #157, # 167, #189)
were detected from a five-gram blood sample. Using the present method, we analyzed sixty-six
individual blood samples collected during the annual Yusho inspection in the 2004, and could
identified sixty-eight PCB isomers in all samples. As a result, ten patients were classified into
pattern A, the typical Yusho pattern. The mean total PCB concentration of pattern A subjects
was 2.95 ppb, while that of control subjects was 0.77 ppb, at whole blood basis respectively.
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Table 1 Condition of HRGC/HRMS for congener specific determination

of PCB
GC HP-6890 (Agilent Technology)
MS AutoSpec-Ultima (Micromass)
Column HTS8-PCB: 0.25mmx*60m (Kanto Kagaku Co., Ltd.)
Oven temperature 130°C (1.0min)—20.0°C .”min-220°C (Omin) —3.0°C
/min—280°C (Omin) —20.0°C /min—300C
Carrier gas Constant flow, 1.3ml/min
Injection volume 1ul
Injector temperature 280°C

Interface temperature 280°C
Ion source temperature  280°C
Accelerating voltage 8kV
Resolution = 10000
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w277y 71— FE2BERL, AR S0 ul I
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Table 2 Selected ions on HRGC/HRMS analysis

Moniter ions (m/z)

Congener Native compound
: For quantitation For identification PC-Labeled compound
TrCB 255.9613 257.9585 268.0016
TeCB 291.9195 289.9224 303.9597
PeCB 325.8805 327.8776 337.9207
HxCB 359.8415 361.8385 371.8817
HpCB 393.8025 395.7995 405.8428
OcCB 429.7606 427.7636 441.8008
NoCB 463.7217 461.7246 475.7619
DeCB 497.6827 499.6798 509.7229
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Fig. 1 HRGC/ HRMS chromatogram of
extract from blood of a typical Yusho
patient (PeCB)
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Fig. 2 HRGC/HRMS chromatograms of
extract from blood of a typical Yusho
patient (HxCB)
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Table 3 Limit of detection for each
PCB congener

LODs (pg/g whole basis)

Congeners Evaluated Demanded
TrCB 0.0006 -
TeCB 0.0003 -
PeCB 0.0004 -0.0007 0.03
HxCB 0.0009 -0.0013 0.03
HpCB 0.0007 -0.0022 0.03
OcCB 0.0010 -
NoCB 0.0009 -
DeCB 0.0008 -
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Table 4 Summary of determination of PCBs in blood of thirty-seven Yusho patients on the 2004
annual inspection (pg / g whole blood basis)*

Yusho patients (n=37)

No. Compounds Pattern A (n=10) Pattern B (n=7) Pattern BC (n=5) Pattern C (n=15) iz:z;‘-l‘
Mean Min. Max. Mean  Min. Max. Mean _ Min. Max. Mean  Min. Max.
1 245-TrCB(#29) 0.11 0.06 0.22 0.11 0.07 0.18 009  0.05 0.11 010 002 0.14 0.04
2 244-TrCB(#28) 435 275 6.02 6.29 291 14.87 324 222 4.75 8.61 4.35 19.19 5.38
3 344'-TrCB(#37) 0.92 0.02 2.94 2.38 0.02 7.77 0.88 0.02 2.50 0.51 0.02 221 0.34
4 22'55'-TeCB(#52) 547 2.63 12.51 438 218 741 281 1.47 3.57 4.09 2.58 6.57 297
5 22'45-TeCB(#49) 1.29 0.79 271 1.03 0.64 1.79 0.77 0.46 0.96 1.03 0.78 1.35 0.83
6 22'44'-TeCB(#47) 221 1.76 3.16 217 1.32 4.69 1.59 1.03 1.87 2.23 1.52 3.87 1.55
7 22'35'-TeCB(#44) 1.66 1.23 2.46 144 097 215 125 067 1.79 1.57 1.19 222 1.31
8 23'4'6-TeCB(#71) 0.80 0.36 1.46 0.65 0.16 1.21 024 0.02 0.51 0.81 0.53 1.15 0.71
9 234'5-TeCB(#63) 0.27 0.05 0.41 030 022 0.67 012 0.06 0.26 040 011 0.85 0.29
10 244'5-TeCB(#74) 2393 5.87 47.69 21.02 5.14 37.718 13.23 0.02 25.92 53.05 219 16530 27.38
11 23'4'5-TeCB(#70) 0.93 0.58 1.52 082 052 1.66 0.83 0.53 135 1.09 066 1.52 0.70
12 23'44'-TeCB(#66) 324 117 6.06 585 254 17.61 1.73 1.11 2.53 6.52 1.89 13.44 5.48
13 233'4'-/2344'-TeCBs(#56/60) 2.25 0.55 4.04 1.72 096 4.56 0.81 0.36 1.02 2.45 0.69 4.75 1.79
14 22'35'6-PeCB(#95) 3.42 2.06 6.45 2.99 1.65 6.92 1.71 1.00 2.31 2.65 1.62 4.08 1.97
15 22'355'-PeCB(#92) 2.58 0.60 727 2.02 1.29 4.56 0.75 033 1.32 214 065 5.82 2.07
16 22'455'-PeCB(#101) 8.09 2.08 16.98 5.60 334 14.78 2.00 1.10 3.00 4.88 1.73 10.19 542
17 22'44'5-PeCB(#99) 98.45 2637 257.60 3218 1472 T71.05 1842 243 35.82 29.73 565  60.59 2299
18 234'56-PeCB(#117) 11.71 1.05 2831 2.05 1.13 322 096 042 1.96 247 043 6.18 1.52
19 22'345'-PeCB(#87) 3.88 1.20 6.70 1.82 0.69 4.64 1.14 060 1.70 174  0.68 3.44 1.48
20 22'344'-PeCB(#85) 0.58 0.35 1.13 056 022 1.78 024 011 0.45 047  0.24 0.82 0.52
21 233'4'6-PeCB(#110) 1.24 0.86 2.38 1.38 0.58 3.46 0.82 0.54 1.19 1.12 0.56 1.79 1.17
22 233'4'5-PeCB(#107) 1.52 0.38 2.95 1.96 1.15 4.73 053 020 0.92 254 038 531 1.80
23 2'344'5-PeCB(#123) 0.51 0.06 1.16 064 022 1.69 0.21 0.02 0.40 .15 019 2,65 0.73
24 23'44'5-PeCB(#118) 3382 9.38 7193 3727 19.06 9149 15.37 1.88 27.62 59.13 7.86 12731 40.30
25 2344'5-PeCB(#114) 10.30 170 2251 385 091 6.69 1.80 002 3.57 447 017 12.06 312
26 233'44'-PeCB(#105) 7.54 2.43 17.13 899 508 23.79 3.44  0.60 5.79 1248 228 25.56 9.58
27 22'355'6-HxCB(#151) 5.04 097 2143 334 1.62 9.12 130 041 2.41 357 077 1132 324
28 22'33'56'-HxCB(#135) 1.62 0.65 5.11 147  0.78 381 054 020 0.99 118 034 231 1.08
29 22'34'56-HxCB(#147) 2.65 0.48 492 132 077 2.99 056 026 1.11 134 031 297 1.34
30 22'344'6-HXCB(#139) 3.64 1.75 7.78 3.11 1.32 11.43 105 049 1.53 2.01 0.61 3.66 2.05
31 22'33'56-HxCB(#134) 0.15 0.02 0.40 0.15  0.02 0.43 0.09 002 0.18 0.14  0.02 0.26 0.14
32 233'55'6-HxCB(#165) 0.02 0.02 0.02 0.02  0.02 0.02 002 002 0.02 217 002 2383 0.02
33 22'34'55'-HxCB(#146) 101.06 31.28 192.37 46.04  20.26 83.42 20.90 349 39.79 37.61 3.14 91.17 26.14
34 22'33'46'-HxCB(#132) 1.43 0.69 3.59 102 034 3.06 037 017 0.81 0.71 0.07 1.38 091
35 22'44'55'-HxCB(#153) 515.00 186.66 899.57 270.68 10438 520.15 135.65 1822 25230 22353 2093 51751 159.73
36 22'3455-HxCB(#141) 0.85 0.31 241 0.93 0.34 333 0.31 0.15 0.44 0.81 0.25 1.51 0.97
37 22'344'5-HxCB(#137) 48.59 13.68 117.25 11.53 4.55 21.76 4.70 0.46 9.04 7.09 0.78 1533 5.65
38 22'33'45"-HxCB(#130) 3433 4.96 81.02 799 4.70 12.53 3.28 0.77 6.93 6.70 0.89 14.49 524
39 233'4'5'6-HxCB(#164) 149.45 44.46 29563 6136 27.71 97.53 26.31 4.89 45.00 51.62 512 11664 29.64
40 22'344'5'-HxCB(#138) 35561 108.82 810.19 12277 5416 251.80 6459  7.02 121.78 9930 1341 196.15 75.60
41 22'33'44'-HxCB(#128) 221 0.77 4.89 2.25 1.03 6.52 085 022 1.49 195 081 3.94 2.53
42 23'44'55'-HxCB(#167) 9.53 210 17.94 704 245 11.25 354 041 6.40 8.50  0.61 19.62 5.95
43 233'44'5-HxCB(#156) 251.85 67.23 611.07 5392 2789 89.26 14.83 1.75 27.10 20.21 1.70 48.82 14.89
44 233'44'S'-HXCB(#157) 69.76 17.77 163.48 14.03 715 23.98 393 0.45 717 5.10 0.32 12.14 3.68
45 22'33'566'-HpCB(#179) 0.79 0.35 2.53 072 032 2.26 0.28 0.18 0.46 054  0.02 1.19 0.57
46 22'33'55'6-HpCB(#178) 2617 10.65 49.69 19.28 6.30 39.05 9.49 1.20 16.61 15.29 0.89 37.64 11.14
47 22'344'56-HpCB(#182) 12032 5692 22693 87.72 3937 177.74 46.56 950  79.45 75.09  6.04 17491 47.09
48 22'344'5'6-HpCB(#183) 36.64 1669 6776 18.61 9.14 3563 11.14 192 2226 15.65 206 3435 10.19
49 22'344'56-HpCB(#181) 3.48 0.88 9.06 0.50 0.24 0.97 0.19 0.04 0.48 0.19 0.02 0.35 0.12
50 22'33'4'56-HpCB(#177) 35.85 12,53 61.65 17.37 896 3463 852 207 16.59 15.51 2.11 3238 12.36
51 22'33'455-HpCB(#172) 30.37 10.60  65.34 13.41 537 2407 539 068 10.02 792 0.66 16.89 6.55
52 22'344'55'-HpCB(#180) 43322 16434 80370 24963 88.06 527.22 10645 17.01 19273 15392 1054 369.46 114.49
53 233'44'5'6-HpCB(#191) 12.82 376 3093 348 1.61 5.49 137 021 297 1.84  0.11 383 1.33
54 22'33'44'5-HpCB(#170) 195.14 6536 42742 7715 3312 127.88 29.68 3.90 53.71 41.12 237 10034 33.54
55 233'44'55'-HpCB(#189) 32.47 10.41 73.56 896  5.62 14.19 206 043 3.55 246 014 5.75 1.94
56 22'33'55'66'-OcCB(#202) 7.95 378 1791 784 217 17.16 358 042 7.04 13.51 0.17 54.73 4.61
57 22'33'45'66'-OcCB(#200) 1.56 0.49 327 1.16 044 3.21 068  0.11 1.54 217 010 9.25 0.92
22'33'4'55'6-/22'33'455'6-
58 OcCBs(#201/198) 5484 2543 91.90 4488 1560 9534 1974 339 3630 2436 050  68.66 14.83
59 22'344'55'6-OcCB(#203) 59.89 2382 11584 3475 1403  63.66 1467 2380 2779 19.81 046  49.70 6.27
60 22'33'44'56-OcCB(#195) 17.97 6.21 36.36 820 390 1492 3.51 0.62 6.65 489 050 12.01 327
61 22'33'44'55'-OcCB(#194) 65.84 2903 12193 41.05 18.84  87.02 1609 380 2762 22.13 0.99 50.80 15.89
62 233'44'55'6-OcCB(#205) 3.45 1.14 6.89 136 099 2.44 0.58 0.20 0.94 080 015 1.75 0.50
63 22'33'455'66'-NoCB(#208) 4.06 1.95 6.38 2.70 1.26 5.78 1.19 055 2.16 1.98 0.08 436 0.71
64 22'33'44'566"-NoCB(#207) 2.18 1.01 4.05 129 075 2.90 055 025 0.97 089 013 1.7 0.38

65 22'33'44'55'6-NoCB(#206) 13.33 5.47 2422 7.65 4.73 15.05 317 1.14 5.78 4.72 0.19 10.51 1.45
66 22'33'44'55'66'-DeCB(#209) 4.82 2.84 8.45 4.50 2.50 11.11 2.07 1.02 356 3.47 0.24 6.96 0.06

Total TrCBs 5.39 287 9.03 8.78 3.99 16.04 421 2.89 6.11 9.22 4.89 19.63 5.77
Total TeCBs 42.05 16.42 61.08 3939 2279 78.55 2339 1060 3833 7326 1846 191.61 43.03
Total PeCBs 183.63 48.81 35988 101.30 5513 23671 4738 11.25 8591 - 12499 2479 25344 92.69
Total HXCBs 1552.79 48262 3197.14 60897 261.29 115238 28279 3990 52270 47357 51.26 104554 33876
Total HpCBs 927.26 352.51 1742.86 496.84 20030 962.64 221.14 37.23 39621 32952 2518 77443 23931
Total OcCBs 211.51 89.90 38581 13925 56.03 27853 58.87 11.34 107.42 87.66 296 197.99 46.29
Total NoCBs 19.57 8.67 34.65 11.65 6.74 2373 491 1.94 8.92 7.59 0.40 16.57 2.54
Total PCBs 2947.01 1006.33 5792.52 141068 608.78 258323 644.75 11618 1142.30 110928 12897 2480.72  768.45

* Concentrations of four kinds of non-ortho coplanar PCB (TUPAC#77, #81, #126 and #169) are excluded in this summary.
**Determined from blood mixture of ten adullts living in Fukuoka.
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